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Scientific understanding of origins...





The Big Bang:


This is the scientific explanation for the origins of the universe.


Where particles collided and the universe started to expand there is evidence to suggest this still happening because of ‘red shift theory’ where there is red residue which can still be seen. 





Evolution:


Charles Darwin (On the Origins of Species) - animals and humans have evolved over millions of years. Using fossils and observations of the natural world as evidence he deduced through natural selection and survival of the fittest we have become the specimens we are now. 











Gen 1


1 – Light/Dark


2 – Waters/Sky


3 – Land/Sea


4 – Sun/Moon/Stars


5 – Fish/Birds


6 – Land/Humans








Dominion:


‘fill the earth and master it; and rule the fish and the sea, the birds of the sky and all the living things that creep on the earth’ 


Suggesting humans have dominion (authority) but also that humans have a duty to protect the earth. 








Stewardship:





Beings stewards of the earth means humans have been given a responsibility by God to protect the planet for the present and for the future generations. Ultimately it is God’s Creation! 








Views about people and animals





There are quotes in the Bible to suggest humans and animals are very different. 


In Genesis 1 – humans are created in the ‘image of God’ – created differently to other creations and made specially and more important because humans have the potential to be God- like. 





In Genesis 2 – God created Adam with the ‘breath of life’ many have understood this to mean the ‘soul’ so animals do not have souls. 





God created us as superior to them and that animals are here for our use. – Some believe animal testing is only acceptable if it is beneficial to humans. 








The Environment


Christians might care for the environment by:


Recycling and using natural resources. 


Using alternative energy and fuel sources. 


Using different more environmentally friendly methods of transport. 


Groups which actively try to overcome environmental issues. NOAH project, Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace











Religion and Science






































Genesis 1 and 2: 


Genesis 1 – God created the world ‘creatio ex nilho’ (creation from nothing). God created the world in 6 days and rested on the 7th day. (Remember to use the different interpretations – Literal, Fundamental, Conservative, and Liberal – to show the different understanding of the Biblical passages. (Explains the origins of the world) 





Genesis 2 – God creates Adam from the dust of the ground and uses the ‘Breath of life’ and creates Eve from Adams rib. In this passage God gives Adam responsibility of naming the animals. (this passage focuses on the origins of humanity) 


































































































