



Religion, Reason and Revelation





Ways God reveals himself


According to Christians there are lots of ways to experience God. These experiences allow you to know God such as miracles, visions, dreams and signs. 


General Revelation – Looking at the natural world – seeing design and beauty can be evidence of God’s work. Conscience as voice of reason could also be a way of God revealing himself. This is accessible to everyone.


Special Revelation – This is more a specific revelation. Looking to things like the Bible to learn and understand more about God or Church teachings and personal experiences.  








What the Bible says: The different interpretations:





Literalism: happens exactly as it is written – word for word.


Fundamentalism: Cannot question the Bible as it is the word of God. 


Conservative: Inspired by God but not dictated, trying to understand the meaning and teachings in the scripture. 


Liberalism: Can be interpreted, usually symbolically. 


Non religious view: Bible can be seen as a moral guidebook and offer advice but has not been advised by God but is based on human experience. 











Jesus





Most Christians believe that the Jewish prophets spoke for God but they believe that God revealed himself fully in the person of Jesus. Christians believe he was both fully God and fully human.





Jesus’ teachings were written down during his life and passed on in the Gospels. Jesus revealed more about Gods nature and his messages of love and forgiveness. Jesus also revealed the way of life God intended for them. The teachings are included in the Sermon on the Mount and the parables of the Kingdom. 
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The Authority of the Bible


Most Christians believe their scriptures were divinely inspired. That is that God revealed himself to the prophets and apostles who then wrote the Bible on those experiences. 





For Christians the Bible is the word of God and this makes the Bible sacred and the teachings within it very important. 


Christians believe the Bible offers directions for living a moral life. 










































































































































































Revelation through mystical and religious experiences





1 Prayer is an attempt to contact God directly. It usually involves words and can be thought of as a conversation with God. A person might feel the presence of God in an answered prayer.


2 Meditation – believers clear his or her mind of distractions and focuses on God.


3 Some Christians believe miracles occur today and that these miracles show God’s power and presence. 


4 Conversion experiences such as those of Saul to St. Paul show the impact of the revelations of God.


5 Charismatic worship – ecstatic type of worship. Speaking in tongues where believers are experiencing the Holy Spirit and begin to speak in a language which is cannot be understood. 


This for believers helps them feel closer to God and also reveals the power of God. 


6 Theresa of Avila and Julian of Norwich had very intense visions of a great love between her and God. 




















