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Religion and Equality





Attitudes towards racism


Confusing topic possibly as seemingly Biblical support for slavery. Is this merely historical context?


Martin Luther King Jr 


A Baptist minister who spoke out against racism in America. Martin Luther wanted freedom and equality for all and this was highlighted in his very famous speech ‘I have a dream’ 


Trevor Huddleston and Desmond Tutu campaigned in South Africa to try and break down the system of apartheid wWomen should be priests because it is discriminatory as in modern times women are able to enter any profession a man can. 


Jesus had many women followers


Jesus first appeared to women when he was resurrected. 


Against women priests


The priest re-enacts the role of Jesus at the Last Supper and Jesus was a man.


It has always traditionally been a man’s role.


 (There are women vicars and priests in other denominations)


hich had been supported by the Protestant Dutch Reform Church.
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Attitudes towards Gender


Sexism – treating someone differently because of their gender. 


For women priests:


Women should be priests because it is discriminatory as in modern times women are able to enter any profession a man can. 


Jesus had many women followers


Jesus first appeared to women when he was resurrected. 


Against women priests


The priest re-enacts the role of Jesus at the Last Supper and Jesus was a man.


It has always traditionally been a man’s role.


 (There are women vicars and priests in other denominations)











Attitudes towards other religions


“I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me.” For some Christians the only way to God is through Jesus making Christianity the only one true religion. 


Christians used to travel to other countries as missionaries, with the aim of changing the religion of the people they met and persuading them to become Christians instead.


Evangelism - spreading the ‘good news’ of the teachings of Jesus from the Gospels.


The Salvation Army - a Christian group who believe it is their mission to spread Jesus' teachings 


Ecumenism - This is the belief that all religions and denominations within a religion should work together for the good of mankind.








What the Bible says:


The Bible teaches that all people are equally valuable to God, because they are made “in the image of God”


“God does not show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.”


The Bible teaches that no one should be treated differently. No matter their race, gender, age, - a story which highlights this view is the story of the ‘Good Samaritan’











Forgiveness and Reconciliation


Christianity teaches that people should not hold grudges, and should not keep remembering their differences and arguments.


The Lord’s Prayer, taught by Jesus and used everyday by Christians around the world, reminds people that they should be forgiving if they expect God to forgive them- “Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against usOscar Romero – ‘a voice to the voiceless’ -  an archbishop who worked with the poor and oppressed in El Salvador. 


Mother Theresa – helped the sick and poor – especially those who were outcasts. 


Amnesty International – aIf the war is the self defence – does this make it fair?


Can all the Just War Theory conditions all be followed?


Is the outcome of a violent act ultimately peace?


e again.


Retribution – make them pay in fines or time for what they have done.


 and messages.


Jesus used Justified anger in the temple when he cleared the traders from his Father’s house of prayer


Bonhoeffer and his work against Hitler in Nazi Germany. Violence was the only answer!


o priests- “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 19:23)











Last Resort


Just cause


Legal Authority


No civilians hurt


Good must outweigh the bad


Minimum force used 





































































































