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Coping with Suffering





Many Christians believe that when we struggle and suffer we are closest to Jesus as he struggled on the cross.





Prayer could also comfort those who are suffering/ sharing and talking to others could also help. 











Good and Evil





Moral vs Natural Evil


Moral


This is caused by humans. Examples: war, terrorism, murder. Humans have freedom of choice – to choose their actions





Natural


This is not caused by humans. Examples: 


disease, floods and hurricanes.





However many recent natural disasters may have been caused by human interference in the natural world.














The Devil


The Devil is only mentioned in the Bible a couple of times. 


Devil (Satan) – uses temptation and persuasion.


Disguised as the serpent in the Story of Adam and Eve.


Devil made Job suffer but Job did not lose his Faith in God. 


The Devil tempts Jesus in the wilderness – what is now remembered as Lent.


Evil is needed to know Good – Evil is necessary as part of the balance











Moral Behaviour


Christians believe humans have a conscience and this is our inner sense of right and wrong. 


Humans have guidance from the Bible: 10 commandments, Golden Rule and through the person of Jesus Christ (WWJD) ‘Treat others as you would want to be treated’ 


Religious people may also look to the lives and actions of teachers like Jesus to guide them along the right path.


Society, parents, teachers, media – there are also other factors which aid human morality. 











Christian responses to the problem of evil and suffering





Some Christians think that evil is necessary for there to be free will. They believe that there has to be evil in the world for it to be possible to do good.


Some Christians would argue that most evil come about because of how we humans act. After the Fall we have the choice to do evil and it is our responsibility not to do so.


Many Christians believe that all the suffering in the word will in the end come to good. God has a plan.


Everyone will be rewarded for their suffering in the next life. 


Suffering is a test and could be seen as a punishment from God. 


Johnny Kennedy – ‘Earth as a classroom’ Suffering is part of life and we can learn and grow stronger from suffering.

















Why is there evil in the world?





There are many different explanations of who causes evil in the world. 


There are also different types of evil – Moral and Natural Evil.


Humanists would claim humans are responsible for their actions and the consequences. God does not make evil happen. 
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