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	What are the scientific ideas for the origins for the universe (cosmology), the world and life?

	The Big Bang Theory: 15-20 billion years ago there was a cosmic explosion (big bang). As universe cooled, gases were formed, leading to the creation of planets, including earth.
Evolution: Theory explained by Darwin in On the Origin of Species. Natural selection and survival of the fittest results in favourable genetic coding being passed on to the next generation. What gets passed on is reliant on the environment of the animal.

	What are the Christian ideas for the origins of the universe, world and life?

	‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth’

	Genesis 1
	Genesis 2

	Day 1: Night and Day
	Day 2: sky and water
	God creates Eden and then creates Adam.

Creates all animals to keep Adam company. 

Adam names all the animals. God sees they are not suitable companion. God makes Eve from Adam’s rib.

	Day 3: Land and vegetation
	Day 4: Sun, Moon and Stars
	

	Day 5: Creatures of sea & sky
	Day 6: Land animals & humans
	

	Key features of creation account: God planned creation, God saw creation was good, God planned creation for Humans, nothing left to chance
The role of humans on earth: Dominion – man created in charge of world and given duty and responsibility of stewardship 

Bible references (from Genesis): ‘created man in his own image’ & ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth

Stewardship: The earth is God’s so humans are looking after it for God

	How do Christians interpret the stories of creation?

	Creationists/Literalists: Some believe every word that is in the Bible. Universe created in 6 days, each lasting 24 hours like today! Reject scientific discoveres. Philip Gosse, suggested fossils were a test of faith by God
Non-Literalists: Spectrum of belief! More liberal than literalists and more open to scientific discoveries. Some see days as a ‘period of time’ rather than 24 hours. Others see the bible as a theological text and see Genesis as an expression of God interacting with the world rather than a specific explanation of how the world was created.

Intelligent design: The universe, including evolution etc., is best explained by the existence of an intelligent designer who planned it and created it.
Key shared beliefs: creation not an accident, God gives the world a purpose, humans made in ‘image of God’

	Are religion and science in conflict?

	Yes and No! Religion expresses a religious truth based on sacred writings and personal experiences along with tradition and faith. Science based on empirical study of what can be tested and experiments which can be repeated. Different types of truth which are not necessarily comparable. Religion asks why, science asks how.

	What is the relationship between humans and animals according to Christians?

	Humans created first: Given responsibility to rule over other animals. Dominion along with stewardship.
Use of animals: Key term: Vivisection = animal testing. Used in medical trials and cosmetic trials.

Rights?: Some question whether animals have rights. If they don’t have rights, is it possible to test on them etc.? however argument against this is that they also can feel pain. Stewardship suggests caring for Earth’s entire contents 

A soul?: Christians argue that humans were given a soul by God (God only breathed life into humans not animals)

Roman Catholics: Animals don’t have rights but need to be cared for properly. Humans more important though!

Quakers: Show compassion for all of God’s creatures including animals. Actions need to care for humans AND animals

Use in tests: Some Christians would argue ok in all tests, others no test. Others ok only in human life saving tests (med!)

	What do Christians believe about the environment?

	Dominion vs. Stewardship: God said rule over the Earth but stewardship means we have a duty of care.
Damaged goods: Global warming is evidence of damage to the world along with deforestation & depletion of global resources

Christian Response: Follow Reduce, Reuse, Recycle concept. Shows stewardship in action!

	Key Words

	Big Bang – A scientific theory that a cosmic explosion caused the universe to exist
Creation – The act of creating something. In the Bible it is the creation of the world by God.

Creationists/Literalists – Christians who interpret the Bible literally and accept every word of Genesis as literally true
Dominion – idea human beings have control over or responsibility for the earth

Evolution – the way in which animals and plants adapt to their surroundings. Survival of the fittest. Darwin!
	Ex Nihilo – A Latin term referring to the idea that the universe was created out of nothing
Genesis – The first book of the Bible which contains the stories of creation.

Humanity – (1) caring and showing kindness to others (2) a term often used for all humans

Non-Literalist – A Christian who reads the bible with a more symbolical interpretation. They believe it contains important truths but it is not a factual account.

Stewardship – God given right or responsibility for humans to care for the world.


