Why is there evil in the world?
· Christians believe God is all-powerful (omnipotent), and that God loves everyone.  But there is evil in the world – moral evil, when people do things wrong and natural evil, when bad things such as earthquakes happen and cause suffering.
· The problem of evil asks why God seems to do nothing to prevent evil and suffering. 

The Devil
· The Devil, or Satan, appears in some Bible stories, such as Adam and Eve, in the book of Job, and in the stories of Jesus’s temptations.
· Some Christians believe that the Devil was one of God’s angels, who rebelled against him and got sent to hell
· Some Christians believe that the Devil is a real power whos work against God and causes evil and suffering

· Others believe the Devil is a symbolic way of describing evil.

· Belief in the Devil still leaves questions about why God allows the Devil to live in the world.



Christian Responses to Evil
Christians believe:

1) Evil was introduced into the world, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God.

2) We all have free will, which allows us to make our own mistakes.

3) The books of Job suggests that evil is all part of God’s plan, which humans can’t understand.
4) It might be possible to learn from suffering.

5) Suffering brings people closer to God and helps them to understand the suffering of Jesus on the cross.  
Right and Wrong
Christians believe that God wants them to do the right thing.  If they do the right thing, God will reward them.  They believe that God tells them what is right from wrong through:
· their consciences, asking God to show them the right thing to do.  (Is the conscience the voice of God or the voice of our parents?)
· the Bible, looking for messages or rules in the texts they read, such as the 10 Commandments (Problem of contradiction?)
· the example of Jesus, thinking about what Jesus might have done, and looking at his teaching in parables and in the Sermon on the Mount.




Test Yourself:

1) What is ‘moral evil’?
2) What is ‘natural evil’?
3) What dos the word ‘omnipotent’ mean?
4) Give an example of two places the Devil is mentioned in the Bible?
5) Give two other responses to evil.
6) Name three ways a Christian might try to tell right from wrong when making a decision.
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Describe Christian beliefs about why there is evil in the world   (8 marks)


For high marks in this answer, you need to show that you understand there are different Christian responses.  You should explain Christian beliefs about the Devil.  You also need to show that Christians have other ideas, like suffering is a test, or a punishment or it is meant to teach us something.





Explain the reasons why Christians believe that it is important to follow a moral code  (7 marks)


In this question you should try and think about why Christians follow a moral code and how they might put their beliefs into practice.  You might mention that Christians think God gives us a moral code through our conscience, through the Bible and through the example of Jesus and so Christians should try to follow it because that will help them to live as God wants.





‘The Devil is a real power, who works against God and causes suffering and evil.’  Do you agree?    (5 marks)


For this answer, you should try and give two different Christian points of view.  You should also give your own point of view, backed up with a reason.








