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	What are the key definitions for the module?

	Does the Bible teach equality? What is the difference between the doctrine of equality in the Church and it’s practice?
How do Christians see women as operating in the mission of the church? Do Christians value the work of other religious groups? How does Christianity help others move on from past disputes? Is reconciliation a valid possibility for our modern world?

	What is equality?

	Prejudice – an idea or feeling which one person holds about another due to another’s actions, colour or creed
Discrimination – action taken against another due to prejudice. Can be summed up as disc. = prejudice + power
UN Declaration of Human Rights (1948) – Article 1: All humans born free and equal in dignity and rights Article 2: Everyone entitled to rights set forth in declaration. Despite this declaration 1000s still suffer inequality and discrimination .

Christian response: Everyone ‘made in the image of God’ so all equal and all should ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ so in theory all should be treated equally. ‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, save nor free, male nor female, for your are all one in Christ Jesus’ and we are all each other’s neighbours as shown in the Good Samaritan account. 

	What are Christian attitudes to racism?

	All neighbours despite colour – see the Good Samaritan story where difference in race did not prevent the Samaritan from being a true helpful neighbour to the man who had been attacked. 
Alien Loving – when an alien lives with you in your land do not ill-treat him. The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord your God (Lev 19) 

Biblical Racism? Noah’s drunken nakedness led to him cursing his son Canaan ‘May Canaan be the slave of Shem’ (Gen 9). Canaan traditionally black so led some to argue biblical support for racism/apartheid.

Theory vs. Practice – Christian Church has shown examples of Racism and intolerance. I.e. The Crusades, the attacks on the Incas and Aztecs. South African Apartheid – Supported by the Dutch Reform Church

Martin Luther King Jnr - a Baptist minister. Key Speech – I have a dream. ‘we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children...will be able to join hands.’ Fought legal oppression of Blacks in America

	What are Christian attitudes towards Gender?

	Christianity sexist? ‘Women should remain silent in the Churches...’ (1 Cor 14) ‘Now I want you to realise that the head of every man is Christ and the head of the woman is man’ (1 Cor 11)
For women priests: Women cannot be discriminated against doing a job a man can do, fits tradition as Jesus had many women followers and Jesus first appeared to women when he was resurrected. St. Paul even commends ‘Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives for me.’
Against women priests: The priest re-enacts the role of Jesus at the Last Supper and Jesus was a man, It has always traditionally been a man’s role, Jesus may have had female followers but only ever had male disciples.

Women in the Church: Methodists, Baptists and others allow both men and women to be ministers. CofE – women vicars since 1994 but some Anglicans have disagreed with this and since moved to the Roman Catholic Church where women are not allowed to be priests (however there are some in the RC calling for women priests)

	What are Christian attitudes towards other religions?

	Evangelism - spreading the ‘good news’ of the teachings of Jesus from the Gospels. Christians feel they should spread the message as Jesus said “I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me.” Some Christians see the only way to God is through Jesus, Christianity is the only one true religion. It is seen in Christianity (and Islam) as a duty to proselytise other people to their faith. 
Other religions: Some Christians see worship in other religions as being ultimately worship of the 1 true Christian God (there are many paths up the mountain)
Missionary Work: Christians used to travel to other countries as missionaries, with the aim of changing the religion of the people they met and persuading (forcing?) them to become Christians instead.

The Salvation Army - a Christian group who believe it is their mission to spread Jesus' teachings 

Ecumenism - This is the belief that all religions and denominations within a religion should work together for the good of mankind as practiced by the Taize community in France (started in 1940)

	What are Christian attitudes to forgiveness and reconciliation?

	Forgiving others for something they had done wrong and ensuring the reconciliation of the relationship of 2 or more parties after a dispute.
Difficult but essential – Jesus and the Parable the Adulteress (without sin cast the 1st stone). Even commanded in Lord’s Prayer.
Reconciling – a Catholic sacrament of Confession, they tell a priest their sins to make amends through prayer and repentance

Eucharist – Christians believe God sent Jesus to be sacrificed on the cross so humans could be reconciled (atoned) to God. ‘He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for may for the forgiveness of sins’

	Key Words

	Discrimination – unjust treatment because of race, age, gender etc. Ecumenical – Different Christian groups working together
Equality – treating people as equal regardless of difference
Eucharist – Christian ceremony commemorating last supper involving consecrated bread and wine
Evangelism – persuading others to share your faith
Forgiveness – forgiving someone for something they have done wrong
	Prejudice – making judgements not based on reason or actual experience

Proselytising – trying to convert people from their religion to yours

Racism – prejudice, discrimination based on race/colour

Reconciliation – restoring friendly relations

Repentance – sincere regret or remorse from one’s actions

Sexism – prejudice, discrimination, stereotyping, typically against women, on the basis of sex.


