	Ethics | Topic 10 | Religion, Peace and Justice

	What are the key definitions for the module?

	Just War Theory: A set of conditions from Thomas Aquinas which make the war necessary and fair.

Pacifism: the use of non violence – using non violent methods instead of physical fighting – letter writing, protests…etc.

Social Injustice: People in certain countries who are discriminated against and who have few rights.


	Just War Theory

	War is defined as a period of hostile relations between countries, states or factions that leads fighting between armed forces. The Just War must follow these conditions: (Jus ad bellum) whether it is right to go to war, (Jus in bello) correct conduct during the war, (Jus post bellum) conduct after the war. 

Last Resort – all other options must have been tried first and if peaceful means and negotiations have failed.

Just Cause - there must be a just cause for going to war.

Legal Authority – only a legitimate authority can start the war – (presidents, prime ministers, united nations…)
Chance of success – there must be a reasonable chance of success.     
Civilians are protected – the war is fought against soldiers and civilians must be protected. 

	Teachings on violence and pacifism

	There are opposing views on the use of violence in the Bible – In the Old Testament there is a quote which states ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ – This quote is suggesting the idea of retaliation – if someone takes a life their life is taken. In the New Testament Jesus preached a different message ‘If someone strikes on your right cheek turn and offer them your left cheek’ this suggests people should take a pacifist stance and not use violence. Jesus also states ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God’ 
There are many people who are opposed to fighting for religious and non religious reasons. One of the most well-known groups of pacifists is the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers). Some people will still participate in the war effort such as driving ambulances and providing support services but will not fight under any conditions.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran Minister and a pacifist, joined a group which planned to assassinate Hitler; he believed violence was the only option to stop Hitler. There are also people who morally object to war and they are known as conscientious objectors. 

	Aims of Punishment

	Protection – to protect the criminals & society. Reformation – allow a chance for change. Deterrence – prevent the criminal from committing the crime again. Retribution – make them pay in fines or time for what they have done. 

It is important for people to be punished but for the allowance of forgiveness and a second chance which is why Capital Punishment (death penalty) is not approved of in Christianity. Jesus also taught about judgement and how important it is not to judge others highlighted in this quote: ‘if any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.’  No one is completely free from sin and therefore unable to judge others.

	Social Injustice

	Social injustice is often used when some people are seen to be discriminated against in a society and have fewer rights than others.  This goes against the teaching that everyone is equal in God’s eyes. Everyone was created by God and should be treated with the same respect. 

	‘Even a sparrow that falls dead to the ground is noticed by God’
	Anti- Slavery International and Amnesty International campaign to gain social  justice
	Oscar Romero – Bishop of El Salvador – ‘he was a voice to the voiceless’ 

	‘Love your neighbour’
	A lot of the parables show the value of caring for the less fortunate and treating the poor well.
	‘When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him, love him as you love yourself.’

	Liberation Theology

	Liberation Theology is a modern development in the Christian Church which is particularly concerned with issues of equality and fairness for all.   The work of liberation theologians is seen most clearly in Latin America and in some parts of Asia and Africa. 

	‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed.’ (Luke 4:18)  
Camillo Torres and Oscar Romero are famous examples of priests who fought against social injustice.   

	Key Words

	War – a dispute between countries, states or factions. 
Pacifism – the practice of non violence. 

Capital Punishment – the death penalty. 
	Liberation – freeing from oppression
Justice – a sense of fairness and righteousness.
 Punishment – a reprimand or sanction. 


