Notes from the Exam Board Specification
 (a) Small-Scale Research Project

Candidates will be required to carry out a small-scale research project.

The project is designed to develop research skills. It will be based on one focus film, making appropriate reference to at least two other related films.

Candidates will establish an area of investigation that relates the chosen focus film to one of the following frameworks:

• star/performer

• genre

• auteur (in its broadest sense)

• social, political and cultural studies

• gender issues

• ethnicity

• institution

• technology

Candidates may not choose as a focus film any film they have specialised in elsewhere in the specification.

The research project is completed in two parts:

• an annotated catalogue (approximately 10-15 items) and

• a presentation script (approximately 1500 words)

(i) an annotated catalogue of key items of the candidate's research -

approximately 1000 words in total (15 marks)

The catalogue will contain approximately 10 to 15 items selected from the candidate's total primary and secondary research. Each catalogue item should be appropriately referenced and be accompanied by a brief note (approximately 70 words), which explains how the particular item is relevant to the area of investigation and what it contributes to the overall research.

The catalogue must conclude with a short paragraph which lists significant items (e.g. between 3 and 5) not selected for inclusion in the catalogue, offering brief reasons why (up to 200 words).

(ii) a presentation script - approximately 1500 words (25 marks)

The presentation script must take the form of notes for a presentation and could combine (for example) subheadings, bullet points, short pieces of connected prose and reference to visual extracts to illustrate the presentation. Candidates are encouraged to devise a presentation format appropriate to their needs and may, for example, employ digital forms such as PowerPoint.

Reference to key items of research from the catalogue must be made explicitly in the presentation. Short credited quotations may be used but care must be taken that the words of the presentation are the candidate's own. Credited quotations are excluded from the word count. 
Unit FM3 - The Small Scale Research Project

(a) What are you meant to be doing in the Research Project?

The objective of this task is to develop research skills and make you aware of the challenges, difficulties and pleasures involved in sifting through a variety of sources for material that will allow you to present an answer to a question you have posed. Not all the material discovered and scrutinised will be relevant to the question you are seeking answers too. For this reason you must learn to discard that which is not of value, as well as put into some neat presentation package that which is.

You are required to conceive your research project around one specific film but will be required to reach out to include at least two others. Thus a comparison of films is also part of this overall task.

 (b) What kinds of questions are appropriate for 'motivating’ the Research?

There are questions on two levels:

The first set of questions is at a basic factual level, mapping out a broad area of study: for example, with a particular interest in The Unforgiven, how many other Westerns has Clint Eastwood made as actor and as director, when and under what production contexts?

Answers to these questions will lead to a tighter focus on just a small section of the broader map: for example, the Westerns Eastwood directed or the Westerns he acted in for Sergio Leone.
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Here are five different projects from the same starting point:

o What impact has a film either starring or directed by Clint Eastwood had on the Western genre? (Focus film: The Unknown)

o What impact has Eastwood’s performance in a Leone film had on the representation of  western heroes subsequently? (Focus film: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly)

o How does Eastwood’s star image contribute to the ideology of films in which he stars (focus film: The Outlaw Josey Wales)

o What appears to be the influence of Leone on Eastwood as a director of Westerns? (Focus film: A Fistful of Dollars)

o How important has been the Malpaso Production Company in guaranteeing auteur independence for Eastwood? (Focus film: Space Cowboys)

(c) So the Research project should be quite tightly focused?

It cannot be emphasised too strongly that the Research Project is meant to be small scale and focused. You should resist any temptation toward very general encyclopaedia-like surveys.

The focus on a particular film as a starting point should guarantee this. In most cases it will be unnecessary for you to extend beyond the required reference to two further related films. 
(d) What will be regarded as a good collection of catalogue materials?

- First, that the items in the collection contain information that directly relates to the questions you are asking of your film(s)

- Second, that you reflect a clear, critical approach

- Second, that your  research materials are of an appropriate level of sophistication

- Third, that there is a variety from different sources and media (e.g. books, periodicals, popular magazines, newspapers, television documentaries, radio recordings, DVD material, web sites, etc.)

· Fourth, that there is evidence of quite rigorous selectiveness. This will be demonstrated by the inclusion of 3-5 items excluded from the final catalogue.

· Fifth, that it is packaged for ease of use 

 (e) Why is there such a tight word limit on the Presentation Script – especially given the amount of material you may have found and wish to communicate?

The word limit is quite sufficient for a presentation script – though not for an essay. This is not an essay. It is useful for the purpose of thinking about volume to equate a 1500 word script to a half hour presentation. An element of the discipline involved in producing the Presentation Script is that it makes points briefly and effectively – with the assumption that elaboration in the performance of the presentation script would come from the embedded references.

You may wish to provide a set of endnotes in addition to the Script that is not included in the word count.

Clearly there is a skills dimension to the Research Project that extends beyond the points already made in above. Thinking about ways of setting out a presentation script for effective delivery is something that you can regard as a valuable transferable skill.

