[.EXTRACT 1 |

[The early twentieth century] was a satisfying period of public success for
reformers. One progressive cause after another had taken shape in new laws 4]
and regulatory bodies, The term progressive itself had emerged into common 4
political usage in 1309 and 1910. More than ever, politicians eagerly wrapped !
themselves in the progressive mantle. Challenging his hapless successor, g
William Howard Taft, for the presidency in 1912, Theodore Roosevelt ran
under the banner of the new National Progressive Party. Roosevelt lost the
election, but the victor, Woodrow Wilson, trumpeted his own progressivism;
his legislative program, the New Freedom, substantially advanced the Y
progressive agenda. ‘The middle class is the dominant power expressing itself
through the Progressives, and through the Wilson administration’, Walter z
Lippmann happily observed. ‘The middle class has put the ‘Money Power’ on
the defensive. Big business is losing its control of the government.' Wilson's

triumphant re-election in 1916 seemed to bring the uitimate victory
closer still.

Adapted from A Fierce Discantent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Mavement :
America by Michael McGerr (Oxford University Press, 2005]|

[ EXTRACT 2

To New Left historians the Progressive movement was anything but a reform
movement. in one of the most significant studies of early-twentieth-century
American history Gabrie! Kolko argued that both major parties shared a
common ideology and set of values. This ideology ~ what Kolko called
political capitalism — sought the elimination of a grawing competition in the
economy. Political capitalism, he noted, redirected the radical potential of
mass grievances and aspirations'; rather than federal tegulation of business
the norm became regulation for business. Between 1900 and 1916 a urique
synthesis of economics and capitalism occurred. Progréssivism, argued
Kolko, 'was initially a movement for the political ratlonalisation of business
and industrial conditions, a movement that operated on the assumption that
the general welfare of the community could best be served by satisfying the
concrete needs of business'.
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Adapted from Interpretations of American History: Pattems and Perspectives, Vol. oY,
Gerald Grob 8 George Billias (Free Press, 1985)
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[ A | ¥RACTICE QUESTION ==
Evaluating historical extracts

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincin'g'the '
arguments in Extracts 1,2 and 3 are in relation to the impact of Progressivison iy
America.




