* |nthe casé of Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean, Americans remained

: juctant o acquire territory populated by alien races. Thus, although
o ortunities presented themselves, Seward's purchase of Alaska was the only
opF-im acquisition during Reconstruction. This does not mean that expansionist
;i:iment didd not exist, or that foreign policy was not important in these years,
On the contrary, the Civil War in many ways confirmed l.he ‘irnpr.snance nf.
fareign policy to the survival of the Republic. An expansionist visian persisted,
gspl‘z:ia”g in the persans of Seward and his successor, Hamilton Fish. If there
were few new acquisitions, Seward and Fish nonetheless resumed the puish

~tathe Caribibean and the Pacific initiated in the 1840s and 1850s, charting the
\course of a new empire and taking the first steps towards its realisation. Those

" histarians who view the post-war years as a great hiatus between two eras of
gxpansion miss the essential continuity of America's outward thrust.

‘-_F‘A:j;;te_d from Colony to Superpower: US Foreign Relations Since 1776 by George
Herting (Oxford University Press, 2008 )

EATRACT:2
Imperiatists emphasized the continuity between Indian wars and war for
empire. The westward march of Protestant Christianity could not be stopped
at the water’s edge. This was the core of the imperialist claim to historical
legitimacy. Still, war for overseas empire did indeed mark a departure
from important republican traditions — the Founding Fathers’ distrust of
concentrated executive pawer, government centralization, and standing
armies, not to mention their commitment to popular sovereignty and
government by consent. With respect to Native Americans, these ideals were
honored in propaganda rather than in practice.

Adapted from Rebirth of o Nation; the Making of Modem America 187719201,
Jackson Lears (Harper, 2009)4
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[ EXTRACT 3 [N !
American foreign policy had changed significantly by the eatly nineties.
Officials now thought of the United States as a major, even imperial power. It did
not matter that what policymakers saw were often mirages. Previously wedded
to noninterventionism, Americans now put their oar in waters everywhere — in
Samoa, Chile, Brazil, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines
and China. Symbolic of the change is the Asiatic Squadron of the United States
Navy, which had three obsolete ships on station in 1889 but patrolied forty-
two by 1902. And it was more than symbolic that while no US troops were
serving outside the national boundaries in 1870, in 1880, or in 1890, they were
fighting, standing guard, and even performing the duties of government in
Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines and China by 1300. A new day had dawned.

Adapted from From the Oid Diplomacy to the New: 1865~1900 by Robert Beisner
(Harlan Davidson, 1386)

l@ PRACTICE QUESTION
Evaluating historical extracts

With reference ta Extracts 1 and 3 and your understanding of the historical context,
which of these two extracts provides the more convincing interpretation of US

foreign policyin the years 18651018902




