The young Americans who went off to war in 1941 came home to a different
country. The war had shaken the American people loose and freed them froma
decade of economic and social paralysis. The war had flung them around their
country and into new forms of life. [t was a war that so richly delivered on the
promises of the wartime advertisers and politicians that it nearly banished
the memory of the Great Depression. At the end of the depressed Thirties,
nearly half of white families and almost 90 per cent of black families still lived
in poverty. By the war's end unemployment was negligible. Small wonder that
Americans chose to remember it as the Good War. ’

Freedom From Fear by David M. Kennedy (Oxford University Press, 1999)

AACT 2
T HALY ,’i\-! =

As World War Il drew to an end, blacks were well aware that America's political
future was up for grabs. They had chalked up gains but had achieved no great
breakthrough. The basic pattern of race relations remained intact. Southern
whites seemed benton maintaining racial segregation. Ata conference in
Chicago, Mordecai Johnson, the president of Howard University, warned that
far from the South being democratized and liberalized by the North, the North
was in danger of succumbing to the South's ‘diseased suggestions’. Charles
Houston {special counsel for the NAACP] was more sanguine. The black soldiers
who returned from fighting, he predicted, would introduce a new element into
the equation. ‘For the first time in the history of the United States, you will have
a generation of young Negroes with a world point of view'. Yet the question
remained: would the democratic idealism of the Second World War carry over
into peacetime? Or would history repeat itself and 1946, like 1919, bring the
destruction of black hopes?

Adapted from Better Day Coming: Blacks and Equality, 1890-2000
by Adam Fairclough (Penguin, 2002)

Roosevelt had found an isolationist nation in desperate crisis and left it a world
power, a nation with a thriving free-enterprise eConomy, and a modern state,
first among equals in a new United Nations system that seemed the best hope
that such a war would never come again. Above all, he had presided over an
America that had discovered a complete faith in itself, its abilities, and its free
institutions to face any challenge and to surmount any obstacle that destiny
might bring.

Makers of the American Century by Martin Walker (Vintage, 200 1)

Evaluating historical extracts .

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the
arguments in Extracts 1, 2 and 3 are, in relation to the view that American society
had changed for the better by 1945 as a result of the ‘Good War'. wa T)




