| EXTRACT 1 VSR

In effect, Roosevelt signed a check in the government's name for several hiilihuﬁ
invisible dollars. What strikes me about him now is the triumphant ccnltadiction;'
between his genial manner and his extraordinary tough hide. He would make

up to anyone he needed, a labor leader in one state, a conservative Republican '«
in another. He would overlook the race bigotry of a Senator in a southern state
where he wanted to do something for the poor white farmers. And on behalf of
what he called first ‘the forgotten man’ and then ‘the little man’, he allied |1im3e]f7_:"i
with corrupt city governments, in Memphis, Jersey City, Chicago, because - as ‘
he once privately said — ‘they may be sons of bitches but they are our sons of
bitches'. Not since Lincoln had there been such an artful manipulator of the ¥
good, the bad, and the bewildered in between. | believe he saved the capitalist }
system hy deliberately forgetting to balance the baoks, by transferring the §
gorgeous resources of credit from the bankers to the government. %
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Adapted from America by Alistair Cooke (Book Club Assaciates, 19?;}
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--.{_swiglfcnilg, the New Deal did no more than soften the worst impact of the

}'-E.ﬂ!ﬂl pepressian, before the Second World War bore everything before it. But

'"an did not fail his trust. He did not become a dictator. He took less executive
gwer than Cangress was willing to cede to him. He steered straight into the

| urbulent currents of democratic debate. The doars of the White House were

-';opef' to opinion of nearly every stripe. FDR listened, and he took the nation

with him as he revolutionised the role of the federal government, the structure

_ of American society and the attitudes toward paverty and sickness. The new

Uinited States forged during the Great Depression would not prove immune to

| gemagoguery, corruptian, complacency, class and racial hatred, and the other

i pternal problems that affect every major society. It would prove, however,

I that democratic solutions were not merely possible in a great society but

£ inescapable.
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E-udapwﬂ from The American Century by Harold Evans (Jonathan Cape/Pimlico, 2000)
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. Ifwe study the political abilities of Franklin Roosevelt in the first half of his
second term, we see a poor performance, He began with a landslide mandate
for the New Deal and almost four-to-one margins in both houses of Congress.
He was popular within his party, incumbents cultivated his favor, and he had
almost destroyed his opposition. True, the Supreme Court had struck down
some of his programs, but the margins were often five to four and Roosevelt
was clearly going to get his way soon to replace some of the elderly justices. No
president in one hundred years had such an opportunity to achieve his political
pragram. Instead of pursuing ideas, however, or a plan of recovery, he pursued
power — he gambled the second term of his presidency on his ability to push
through an unpopular plan to pack the Supreme Court. Granted, Roosevelt

- could be a shrewd and smooth palitician, but his anger and vindictiveness
= overrode his political judgement.
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Adapted from New Deal Or Raw Deai? How FOR's Economic Legacy Has Damaged
Ametica by Burton Folsom (Threshold, 2008)

() PRACTICE QUESTION ==~
i £5Eva iuating historical extracts
'-:" Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the

© “arguments in Extracts 1, 2 and 3 are in relation to Franklin Roosevelt and his New
¢ : phieiadal Bl Al LS
- Deal poficies.

il dinghiz




