The New Deal Order collapsed in the 1960s. Baldly put, in need of qualification,
this is the key truth, the essential condition, of our recent political life. The
popular coalition that sustained the New Deal through post-war prosperity and
McCarthyism burst into its constituent shards. The early years of the decade
sounded a note of high liberal promise. By the end of the decade, liberalism

was in full rout, with the Democratic Party embroiled in internal warfare and the
Republicans ascendant. By the late 1960s, the issues of race, Vietnam, and life-
style had changed the political climate of the entire nation, not just of the South.
Restive forces had braken free of the party restraints that once enveloped them.
With that institutional breakdown, there emerged a new civic culture, or, more ’
precisely, a culture of incivility. Tensions between rival groups now yielded to
outright feuding, and unabashed denunciation replaced private grumbling.

Adapted from ‘The Rise of the “Silent Majority™ by Jonathan Rieder in The Rise
and Fall of the New Deal Order 1930-1980 (Princeton University Press, 1989)
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Eisenhower, the famed military alliance-builder in World War Il, failed as @
civilian. His Kansas-bred belief in frugality, exacerbated by his Army-induced
exaggeration of the values of an organized hierarchical staff, blinded him to
anything that might be mistaken for a social vision. Reared in a military ghetto,
given housing and a guaranteed income by the federal government, things
that were denied to tens of millions who had to weather the Depression, he lost
touch with the Kansas world he was born into. His intimate association with the
very rich, his constant attendance on them on the golf links, were insignificant
blemishes besides one other, rarely mentioned: his isolation from men able to
instruct him, those in a position to offer constructive criticism of his policies.
Neither a savior nar a creator, he was, quite simply, a five-star peneral out of his
depth in the White House.

Adapted from The Presidents: The Transformation of the American Presidency from
Theodore Roosevelt to Barack pbama by Stephen Graubard (Penguin, 2009)

FCisenhower took Nixon's defeat persanally, called it the worst of his life. To
his brother Milton, ke confided that he felt the last eight years of his life

‘had gone down the drain’. Eisenhower rebounded but Nixon feltinto a deep
gloom. He sulked through November and December while the country thrilled
toits president-elect, his stylish wife, and their adorable children. Near the
ends of the year, lke summoned Nixan to discuss the future of the party

and Eisenhower's role init. The conversation was constructive until the two
men began to reflect on the campaign. Nixon was bitter. Up to that pointin
his career, Nixon had a fairly commendable record on civil rights and had
paid some price for it among conservatives. When he resumed his quest for
the presidency in 1968, he would pursue it through the so-called Southern
strategy. The goal was to break the Democratic Party's hold on the South by
allying the Republican Party with the forces of racism. The Southern strategy
might well be said to have been born that day in Eisenhower's White House.

Adapted from Eisenhower: The White House Years by Jim Newton {(Anchor, 2011)

Fvatuating historical extiaets
Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the

arguments in Extracts 1, 2 and 3 are in relation to the American presidency
between 1940 and 1960.




