Few periods in the history of any nation saw such rapid and startling changes
as those which occurred in the United States in the decades of the 1870s and
1880s. During those years, what we think of as modern American civilization
was born. Industrialization was pushing society in new directions, The econom
was revolutionized; manufacturing expanded at a fantastic rate and took on ’
many fundamentally new characteristics, but agriculture changed almost as
radically. And economic change was accompanied by drastic adjustments in
how men lived and how they conceptualized their relationships to one another.

Adapted from The Transformation of American Society: 1870-1890 by John A,
Garratty [Harper Torchbooks, 1968]

L EXTRACT.2 |

During the quarter century falfowing the Civil War, the American economy
experienced one of the most profound periods of change in its history. Industrial
expansion and the rise of big business changed the faces of the nation's cities, but
the countryside also underwent a fundamental transformation. The expansion of
railroads throughout the South and West ended the isolation of rural communities,
drawing more and more inhabitants from subsistence farming into a highly
commercial agricuttural system. That change brought rural people into a complex
set of market relations with merchants, commodities dealers, and railroads. In

the new system, farmers confronted rising operating costs, falling commaodity
prices, high railroad rates and inadequate credit facilities, The persistence of these
Problems eroded the farmers’ status as every year a growing number of them lost
Ownership of their lands and became farm laborers and tenants.

Adapted from American Populism by William F. Holmes [D.C. Heath, 1994)

| EXTRACT 3

The decades after the Civil War saw the emergence of a free-wheeling
entrepreneurial society, where capital was unregulated by government and :
government was manipulated by businessmen to serve their own ends. Crafty i3
speculators became figures of public fascination and secret admiration - Jay
Cooke, the plunger; Jim Fisk, the spender; Jay Gould, the plotter. The great trust
builders of the middle and later nineteenth century — Cornelius Vanderbilt,
Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller ~ enjoyed greater respectability, but
they too were little more than freebooting robber barons. They squeezed
competitors dry, smashed unions and bribed legislatures wholesale.
Concentrated capital was responsible only to itself, a raw power that influenced
every branch of government at every level. Money talked — not for the first :
time in American politics but more authoritatively than ever before.

Adapted from Rebirth of a Nation: the Making of Modern America 187719204
Jackson Lears (Harper Collins, 2009)4

[ A, ) PRACTICE QUESTION -
Evaluating historical extracts

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the : i
arguments in Extracts 1, 2 and 3 are in relation to the economic development of the'J

United States in the years 1865 to 1890, = |
el




