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In one of Chicaga's elite clubs on election night in November 1896, a group of
rich men were euphoric. After a tense, uncertain campaign, their presidential
candidate, the Republican William McKinley, had clearly defeated the
Democratic and Populist nominee, William Jennings Bryan. As the celebrations
continued past midnight, a wealthy merchant, recalling his younger days,
began a game of Follow my Leader. The other tycoons joined in and the growing o
procession tramped across sofas and chairs and finally fell into one another's
arms. Their euphoria was understandable. McKinley's victory climaxed not
enly a difficult election but an intense, generation-long struggle for control
of industrialising America. For Chicago's elite, the triumph of McKinley meant
that the federal government was in reliable, Republican hands. The disturbing
changes that Bryan had promised — the reform of the monetary system, the
dismantling of the protective tariff — would not now come to pass.

Adapted from A Fierce Discontent: the Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movementin§
America by Michael McGerr (Oxfard University Press, 2005):
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[Theodore Roosevelt] served a lang apprenticeship in the routine politics of 1
New York Republicanism, an apprenticeship which taught him all he needed {
to know about party politics and gave him a solid grounding in the art of
administration too, He wanted to be president, but he had no programme of |
presidential action; he relied on circumstances to show him what needed to be ‘
done. He stridently asserted the excellence of being American; he was awed 3
by the glory of being president; and he believed, as a Christian gentleman 1
with a comfortable unearned income, that he owed it to his countrymen to 2
do something in their service, In reality he was perfectly safe, even from the |
Hanna point of view; but he brought a flair to politics that was new. Between his |
insurgent appearance and ‘regular’ reality it is no wonder that he was able to j
work the political system beautifully.
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Adapted from The Penguin History of the USA by Hugh Brogan (Penguin, 1985}
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EXTRACT 3 _—=
While William Howard Taft had embraced the role of the conservative duringthe |

presidential race, he, too, had long since rejected the laissez-faire philosophy
that had dominated politics since the Civil War, committing himself instead to
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thecorg pmgresslve belief that government had a responaibility toremedy
<cocial problefms, improve working coriditians, safeguard public health, and

ect our natural heritage. Though the twa men had strikingly different
semperaments — Roosevelt's ariginal ahd active nature at odds with Taft's
qupinarive and judicial dispasition — their opposing qualities actually proved
complementary, allowing them to forge a powerful camaraderie and rare:
callaboration, There was a time, at the height of their careers, when Theodore
Roosevelt and William Howard Taft stood shoulder to shoulder as they charted
a different role for the US government that would fundamentally enlarge the

* pounds of economic opportunity and social justice.

Adapted from The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt and the Golden Age of Journalism
by Doris Kearns Goodwin (Viking, 2013)
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