Domesday Book web trail investigation


You are going to collect information on the Domesday Book.  Open the website http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/focuson/domesday/default.htm 
Section 1 - Why did William decide to organise the Domesday Survey?

· Step 1:  go to the section ‘Discover the story behind it’ at the top
· Step 2:  go to the section ‘The wealth of a nation’

1. Who was disagreeing in 1085 and why?

2. Who did William ask for advice?

3. Why did William decide he needed to carry out the survey in Britain?

4. What did the survey find out?

Section 2 – How was it made?

· Step 1:  go to the section ‘How was it made?’ at the top

· Step 2:  go to the section ‘Writing it up’

1. What did a scribe do?

2. How did a scribe highlight words?

3. What tool did they use to write with?

4. What did they use for ink and how was it made?

Section 3 – How was information collected?

· Step 1:  go to the section ‘How was it made?’

· Step 2:  (question 1) go to the section ‘A difficult job’

1. Why was it so hard to collect information during the survey?  Note down at least 3 reasons. 

· Step 3:  go to the section ‘Collecting the information’

2. Who did William send out to collect the information and why?
3. What were the 4 stages of information collection?

Section 4 – Where did they go?

· Step 1:  go to the section ‘How was it made?’
· Step 2:  go to the section ‘Which places are included?’

1. How many places were surveyed and included in the Domesday Book?

2. Which places were not recorded and why?

3. Give an example of a missing place that was surveyed but never entered.

Section 5 – What can it tell us?

· Step 1:  go back to ‘Home’

· Step 2:  go to the section ‘Take a closer look’ and read through all the information

1. Write down the meanings for the following words – if you click on the word in the passage, it will tell you its meaning:

vill

plough

demesne

virgate

villeins

cottar

TRE

2. The Domesday Book is written in which language and why?

3. What can the Domesday Book tell us?  Read ‘What can we find out?’ and summarise what we can learn and what we cannot learn from the book.
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