Year 7 Homework Project
How much did castles change in the middle ages?
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	Type of Attack
	Advantages for the attacker
	How castles were changed

	Fire
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	Fire was used to attack wooden castles. 

It gave the attacker an advantage because it could be used to burn down castle walls to let the attacker inside. 

The flames and smoke also hurt the soldiers defending the castle. 


	To limit the impact of fire attacks, castles had water buckets ready to extinguish fires. They also tried to cover parts of the castle in wet animal skins to stop fire attacks being successful. 
Later castles were built in stone as this was much more resistant to fire. 



	Trebuchet
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	Siege Tower
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	Task 3

Using what you have learnt about castles, write at least one paragraph answering this question:

“Castles changed massively in the middle ages” Is this a fair statement? 

In your paragraph you should try explain the changes in designs of castles (see task 1) and why castle designs had to change with new siege weapons (see Task 2). You should also consider the ways in which castles have stayed the same (Task 1).

Sentence starters

Yes I agree with this statement because castles have changed a lot. For example… 

On the other hand some things have stayed the same… 
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Introduction





This is your first homework project in Year 7. For this you have to explain how much castles changed during the Middle Ages and why this happened. 





By the end of this project you should be able to:





Describe different types of castle such as Motte and Bailey, Square Keep and Concentric Castles. 


Describe the uses of different types of siege weapons. 


Explain how much castles changed over time and why this happened. 





To achieve this you need to complete the four tasks that follow. 





We have provided information to help you complete each task but there are lots of books in the Learning Resource Centre on castles that you could also use.





Mottes could be either man-made or natural. Sometimes an existing mound would be added to. Mottes were flat on top and they varied quite a bit in terms of their size. 


There was usually a keep and wall on top of the motte. Wood was often used to construct the keep, but they were also constructed from stone. Just as with the motte, the size of the keep varied from castle to castle.


Wooden keeps were often covered with animal hides to make them less easy for attackers to set on fire.


The shape of the bailey was dictated by the surrounding terrain.


They were protected by a palisade fence and ditch.


The bailey contained many different types of building, including: kitchens, chapels, barracks, stables, workshops, forges and stores.


The motte and bailey were linked by a bridge or by steps on the side of the motte. 








This type of castle was easier to defend. If attackers got past the outer wall and into the courtyard, they would still have another high wall and towers to face. 


Concentric castles had other defensive features too, including circular towers which were difficult to undermine.


They had battlements, moats, a drawbridge and a strongly defended entrance called a barbican. 


They also had arrow slits, murder holes, hoardings and towers that allowed archers to fire along the base of the walls.


Although concentric castles were strong and easy to defend, they were also expensive to build. 








What is a motte and bailey castle?


A motte and bailey castle is, as the name suggests, made up of two parts: the motte and the bailey. The motte is a raised mound or earthwork with a stone or wooden keep (a fortified tower) on top. The bailey is a courtyard enclosed and protected by a ditch and a palisade (a wall made from large wooden stakes). Motte and bailey castles were first used in England by � HYPERLINK "http://primaryfacts.com/the-normans-facts-information-and-resources/" \o "The Normans: Facts, Information and Resources" �the Normans�. They used these castles to make their settlement of England more secure following � HYPERLINK "http://primaryfacts.com/912/10-william-the-conqueror-facts/" \o "10 William the Conqueror Facts" �William the Conqueror’s� victory at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. They were built in strategic sites such as near roads, on hills or by rivers to control the local area. New motte and bailey castles stopped being built by the late 1200s. Some of the most famous castles in England began as Motte and Bailey castles such as Windsor, Dover and Warwick. A lord and his knights lived in castles and controlled the surrounding area for the King. 








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.clophillhistory.mooncarrot.org.uk/cainhoecastle/drawingL.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Stone or Square keep castles





Stone keep castles were built all over Medieval England. The first was the Tower of London by William the conqueror. They replaced the many wooden castles that had been built, and were designed for greater strength and security. They were built in strategic sites such as near roads, on hills or by rivers to control the local area. Many of the most well-known castles in England are stone keep castles. Over 80 were built, including � HYPERLINK "http://primaryfacts.com/1015/10-interesting-facts-about-windsor-castle/" \o "10 Interesting Facts About Windsor Castle" �Windsor Castle�, Lincoln Castle, Nottingham Castle and Harlech Castle of the front of your booklet.





Most stone keep castles had kitchens on the ground floor and living quarters on the top floors. At first they were rectangular and then later designs were circular.


The stone keep, or tower, was the heart of the castle. As well as being built for defence, it meant that rooms could be larger and more luxurious, often with fireplaces.


Stone keep castles offered much better defence than the wooden castles which were built before them. They had thick and strong stone walls, a drawbridge and were often defended by a moat or ditch. They also had spiral staircases in them that were difficult for attackers to fight their up and arrow slits to fire out. 


Some had angled bases to the wall to deflect stones from trebuchets. 


These stone castles were expensive to build, and their construction often took several years.


A lord and his knights lived in the castle and controlled the surrounding area for the King. 





Concentric Castles


Concentric castles are those which have two or more surrounding walls, with the inner one usually higher than the outer one. They were sometimes circular, but also square or other shapes. These castles were the next big castle design after stone or square keep castles, and are mostly associated with King Edward I. They were built in strategic sites such as near roads, on hills or by rivers to control the local area. Some of the most famous in Britain are Dover, Beaumaris Castle, � HYPERLINK "http://primaryfacts.com/1026/10-facts-about-conwy-castle/" \o "10 Facts About Conwy Castle" �Conway Castle� and Caernarvon Castle. Most of these castles were built by the King who allowed a lord to live in them with his knights or soldiers to control the local area. 


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/castles/images/conc.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Motte and Bailey





Stone or Square Keep Castles





Task 1





Make a fact file for each of the three types of castle:





Motte and Bailey


Square or Stone Keep


Concentric Castles





In each fact file include the following information:





The key features of the castle


What it was designed to do 


What its strengths and weaknesses were





You may find a picture or diagram will help you to make your fact file








Concentric Castles





Extension Activity





List similarities you spot between all the types of castles.








Task 2





In this task you going to find out about different types of siege weapons and how they were used to attack castles. You also need to think about how the development of these weapons caused the design of castles to change. 





For each of the following think about what advantages each siege weapon gave the attacker and how castles changed to prevent it from being as successful. The first one has been done for you. 











