Task – Can you summarise what happened under each ruler and add this to your timeline and review chart from Task 2? 

Communist Rule in Russia
Lenin:  1917 - 1924

Stalin:  1924 – 1953

Khrushchev:  1953 - 1964

	1928-1932: 1st Five Year Plan

The first Five Year Plan was an economic policy designed to achieve rapid industrialisation in the Soviet Union. It aimed to improve the output of raw materials such as steel, coal and oil, and to increase the supply of electricity. Machinery such as tractors would be mass produced. Miners and industrial workers were set targets – both individually and collectively – and these had to be met. This led to widespread corruption and the falsifying of reports. Statistics on the Five Year Plans are notoriously unreliable, but there can be no doubt that Stalin was achieving rapid industrialisation, if at a high human cost. The First Five Year Plan was considered such a success that it was ended early in 1932.
	1932-1937: 2nd Five Year Plan

The Second Five Year Plan aimed to increase Soviet industrialisation even further. Heavy industry was the main target, as was the establishment of better communications – most notably railways – between the cities. During the Second Five Year Plan the USSR began to challenge Germany as the world’s biggest supplier of steel. As with the previous plan, workers’ lives were characterised by high targets. Aleksei Stakhanov was one miner who was hailed as a great Soviet hero due to surpassing his target by a factor of 14. Stalin use him to inspire other workers to increase production.
	1922: Formation of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics (USSR)

In 1922 the USSR was formed by uniting all of the Soviet regimes of Asia and Eastern Europe. In many cases the territories that became part of the USSR had formerly been part of the Russian Empire of the Tsars. The position of each Soviet was given legal standing in the 1936 Constitution, but there was no doubting that Stalin had the final say regarding the freedom of the Soviets.

	1936: ‘Stalin’ Constitution

In 1936 Stalin issued a constitution for the USSR. It outlined the freedoms and responsibilities that people of the USSR should expect. It outlined that the national minorities  had the right to leave the USSR if they wished. In practice this was a fallacy and Stalin had complete control. The constitution was, therefore, a piece of paper serving as a propaganda tool mainly directed at the west.
	1953-4: De-Stalinisation

When Stalin died in 1953 a power struggle followed in which Nikita Khrushchev came to power. He carried out a policy of de-Stalinisation, moving the USSR away from Stalin’s system of government, including Stalin’s severe repression. Although more liberal in its approach, Khrushchev still maintained a strong grip through his secret police, the KGB. Ideologically, however, Khrushchev tried to distance himself from Stalin.
	1929-1933: The Cultural Revolution

Between 1929 and 1933 Stalin instituted a ‘Cultural Revolution’ in the USSR with the aim of giving the Soviet people an identity associated with communism. Propaganda such as films, the press and advertising were used to sell the Soviet idea to the Russian people.

	1941-1945: The Second World War

Known in the USSR as the Great Fatherland War. Hitler invaded the USSR in 1941, and made rapid advances. Many in the Ukraine welcomed the German troops as liberators from Stalin’s regime. When the Germans reached the cities of Leningrad, Moscow and Stalingrad they were brought to a halt and bloody sieges ensued. The Russian winter and the persistence of Soviet troops eventually forced the Germans into retreat, and it was Soviet troops who captured Berlin, the German capital, in 1945. Stalin was seen as an international hero, although foreign relations quickly descended into the Cold War, with the USA and the USSR competing for world supremacy. 
	1936-1938: The Moscow Trials

In 1934 Sergei Kirov, a leading communist, was murdered, and this gave Stalin an excuse to begin a series of ‘purges’. Three large trials were held in Moscow to purge political opponents to Stalin from the party. Stalin’s main challengers – Zinoviev, Kamenev and Bukharin – were all tried for plotting to overthrow Stalin, were found guilty and executed by the NKVD (Secret Police).
	1928-1933: Collectivisation

Facing a growing economic crisis in the USSR, Stalin began a process of ‘collectivisation’ in 1928. This groups smaller farms into larger ones in order to make the most of modern farming machinery. The policy aimed to increase agricultural production to fuel a process of industrialisation. It was also seen as a return to the revolutionary ideal of the Bolsheviks which some thought had been lost during the quasi-capitalism of the New Economic Policy. Collectivisation saw a class of rich peasants – the Kulaks – liquidated, and it met with widespread resistance in the countryside. All farm workers had targets they had to meet in terms of production, lest they be branded enemies of the state. 


Tsarist Rule in Russia

Alexander II:  1855 – 1881

Alexander III:  1881 – 1894

Nicholas II:  1894 – 1917

	1861: Emancipation of the Serfs

Unlike much of western Europe, Russia still depended on a system of serfs. This meant that peasants were tied to their land, not free to leave without the permission of the landowner. Getting married or having an education depended on getting permission from your lord.

In 1861 Tsar Alexander II issued a law emancipating (‘freeing’) the serfs. In law, their freedom was no longer dependent on their lord. In practice, the situation was much more complex, and peasants had to pay a ‘redemption payment’ to their lords. The Emancipation Act alienated much of the Russian nobility.
	1905: Revolution

Rising social tensions in Russia in the late 19th and early 20th centuries came to a head. Peasant redemption payments combined with poor working conditions for industrial workers led to rising tensions. Intellectual ideas from Western Europe – such as liberalism and democracy – were becoming more popular with the educated middle classes (‘intelligentsia’). The war with Japan had placed an even greater strain on Russia. Things came to a head in January 1905, where workers marched in St Petersburg. The army opened fire on them in a day later called ‘Bloody Sunday’. Tsar Nicholas II survived the revolution, but was forced to make a number of concessions.
	1917: February/March Revolution
Continuing unrest in the countryside, and especially in the cities, following the 1905 Revolution left the Tsar’s position unstable. Attempts at industrialisation led by Stolypin, created mounting economic and social tensions. A number of revolutionary movements – such as the Social Revolutionaries, Mensheviks and Bolsheviks – were issuing anti-Tsarist propaganda. All of these problems were compounded by the First World War, which placed enormous strains on Russia’s food supply. Ultimately this led to a revolution in February/March 1917, which led to the abdication of the Tsar and the collapse of the Tsarist Regime.

	1853-1856: Crimean War
The Crimean War was fought between Russia and Britain and her allies. It was a humiliating defeat for Russia, showing her army to be backwards and ill-prepared for modern warfare. Her system of promotion was still based on social class, and commanders were still able to buy their commissions.
	1904-1905: Russo-Japanese War
Russia and Japan went to war in 1904 over land in the east. Russia wanted a winter port that would not freeze over the pacific coast, but this conflicted with Japanese territorial and economic expansion. The Russians were beaten severely, with their armies destroyed on land and their fleet annihilated in the Straits of Tsushima. A key cause of Russia’s defeat was that the Trans-Siberian railway, which connected eastern and western Russia, was not yet complete, meaning supplies had to be carried on foot. The war placed considerable strains on the Russian economy, and highlighted that 50 years after the Crimean War, Russia was still not able to field modern, efficient armed forces.
	1914-1917: The First World War
Russia entered the First World War against Austria-Hungary, and this led Germany to declare war on Russia. Russia had some success against Austria-Hungary, but as soon as she met the well equipped and efficient German army her weaknesses soon became apparent. The Tsar took personal command of the army, meaning he was directly responsible for all defeats. The February 1917 revolution removed the Tsar but did not end the war, and it was not until the later October 1917 revolution that Russia surrendered to the Germans, signing the Treaty of Brest Litovsk. Again, the Russian army had been tested and found wanting in its military capabilities.

	1906: Fundamental Laws
With the trouble of the 1905 revolution ebbing away, Tsar Nicholas II was in a more secure position. This allowed him to issue the Fundamental Laws which restated the absolute power of the Tsar and withdrew several of the rights given in the October Manifesto.
	1905: October Manifesto
Having faced the 1905 Revolution Tsar Nicholas II needed to make a statement that he was willing the make some concessions. The October Manifesto agreed to grant a number of civil liberties, and said that no law should come into force without the consent of the state Duma (representative assembly). In reality, the Tsar continue to practice his absolute power. 
	1881: Alexander II assassinated
Alexander II was assassinated by the People’s Will, a terrorist organisation arguing that the workers should rise up against autocracy. The assassination represents both a growth in radical opposition to the regime, and the failure of Alexander II’s reforms – such as Emancipation – in bringing stability to his regime.

	1884: Formation of Okhrana (Secret Police)
Alexander II formed the Okhrana – the Secret Police – to combat radical opposition to his regime. This epitomised his anti-reform attitude, going back on a number of the reforms instituted by his father Alexander II.
	1892-1903: Witte’s ‘Great Spurt’

Sergei Witte, the Tsar’s Finance Minister, implemented a programme of industrial reform aimed at modernising the Russian economy. A major part of this was building the Trans-Siberian Railway, designed to link the west and east of Russia. The ‘Great Spurt’ saw heavy migration to the cities as industrial jobs were opened up, although this led food supplies and the living conditions in the cities to decline.
	1906-1917: The Dumas (Parliaments)
Following the 1905 Revolution Nicholas II introduced the Dumas as a concession. Although in theory democratic, the Dumas lacked the power to make meaningful changes, and their power was limited by the Fundamental laws. Political parties became more powerful as a consequence of the Dumas, and this led to a relaxation of press censorship.


