STALIN: PURGES AND TERROR
Guided Reading (SHP p.206+)
1. Why had the regime become increasingly unpopular?

2. What did some key communists suggest?

3. What was Stalin’s reaction?

4. How did Stalin justify the “purges”?

5. What figures have been given for the scale of the purges?

6. Who helped ease the purges? (The Great Retreat)

7. How was the 17th Party Congress referred to?

8. Why was Kirov becoming more popular than Lenin?

9. What happened to Kirov? 

10. How did Stalin react to the murder?

11. What are the different views held on Stalin’s motives?

12. Who was to blame for Kirov’s murder?

13.  Who was hit in the first wave of terror?

14. Why did a second wave of terror begin in 1936?

15. How were Kamenev and Zinoviev tried?

16. How did their treatment change the norm?

17. Briefly outline each major stage of the purges: who was purged and how? (pages 235-39)

18. What was the public reaction to The Terror?

19. What was the aftermath of the Purges and Great Terror?

