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The Kuleshov Effect
Lev Kuleshov was an important contributor to cinema as a filmmaker, a theorist, and as the teacher of Eisenstein and Pudovkin. 

During the early '20s there was a shortage of raw film stock and Kuleshov had to improvise in class. He focused on editing together short pieces of film, often leftover stock from other films. This led to interesting cinematic effects. 
Perhaps his greatest impact was in demonstrating the possibilities inherent in the montage, seeing it not only as a means to rapidly advance a narrative, but also as an important way in which to convey to the audience an even more powerful way of enhancing human expressiveness. 
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Editing, therefore, was a crucial part of Kuleshov's filmmaking process, and he spent much time experimenting. His most famous experiment resulted in the "Kuleshov effect." Kuleshov edited a short film in which shots of the face of Ivan Mozzhukhin (a Tsarist matinee idol) are alternated with various old bits of footage of other shots (a plate of soup, a girl, an old woman's coffin). The film was shown to an audience who believed that the expression on Mozzhukhin's face was different each time he appeared, depending on whether he was "looking at" the plate of soup, the girl, or the coffin, showing an expression of hunger, desire or grief respectively. Actually the footage of Mozzhukhin was identical, and rather expressionless, every time it appeared. Vsevolod Pudovkin (who later claimed to have been the co-creator of the experiment) described in 1929 how the audience "raved about the acting.... the heavy pensiveness of his mood over the forgotten soup, were touched and moved by the deep sorrow with which he looked on the dead woman, and admired the light, happy smile with which he surveyed the girl at play. But we knew that in all three cases the face was exactly the same." 
In 1924, new film stock finally came to the Soviet Union and the students got their chance to work on a real film.  By this time though, the filmmakers were used to working with very short pieces of film, edited together to create interesting cinematic effects.

However, while Kuleshov’s films, such as The Extraordinary Adventures of Mr. West in the Land of the Bolsheviks, were popular successes and appropriately political in tone, they were criticised for using bourgeois Hollywood style filming techniques.
Alfred Hitchcock demonstrates the Kuleshov effect very well in this extract: http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=hCAE0t6KwJY
