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A workshop on the discoveries made during the intensive three-year project of nine scholars to produce the first reliable edition of the recorded words (letters, transcripts of speeches) of probably the most controversial of all rulers of Great Britain and Ireland.
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Passionate advocate of ‘political and religious liberties’ and/or military dictator… 
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to my beloved Cozen mrs St Johns att Sir William Masham his house called

Oates in Essex present theise.

Deere Cozen, 

I thankfully acknowledge your love in your kind remembrance of mee upon this oportunitye, alas you doe too highlye prize my lines, and my companie, I may bee ashamed to owne your expressions, consideringe how unproffitable I am, and the little  \meane/ improvement of my tallent. Yett to honour my God, by declaringe what Hee hath done for my soule, In this I am confident, and I will bee soe, [-] trulye then this I finde, that Hee giveth springes in a drye and barren wildernesse, where noe water is. I live (you knowe where) in mesheck which they say signifies prolonginge,  in Kedar which signifieth blacknesse, yett the Lord forsaketh mee not, though Hee doe prolonge, yett Hee will (I trust) bringe mee to his Tabernacle, to his restinge  place, my soule is with the congregation of the first borne, my body rests in hope, and if heere I may honour my God either by doeinge, or sufferinge I shalbe most glad. Truly noe poore creature hath more cause to putt forth himselfe in the cause of his god then I I have had \plentifull/ wadges before hand, And I am suer I shall never earn the least mite. the Lord accept mee in his Sonn, and give mee to walke in the light, and give us to walke in the light, as hee is in the light. Hee it is that inlightneth our blacknesse, our darknesse, I dare not say hee hydeth his face from mee, he giveth mee to see light in his light, one beame in a darke place hath exceedinge much refreshment in it, blessed bee his name for shininge over soe darke a hart as mine, you knowe what my manner of life hath bene, O I lived in, and loved darknesse, and hated the light, I was a cheife, the cheife of sinners, this is true, I hated godlinesse   yett God had mercy onn mee, O the riches of his mercy. praise him for mee. pray for mee that Hee whoe hath begunn a good worke would perfect it to the day of Christ. Salute all my good freinds  in that family wherof you are yett a member, I am much bound unto them for ther love. I blesse the Lord for them, and that my Sonn by there procurement is soe well, lett him have your prayers, your councell, lett mee have them. Salute your husband and Sister from mee, hee is not a man of his word, hee promised to write about Mr. Wrath of Epinge but he as yett I receaved noe letters. putt  him in minde to doe what with conveniency may bee donn for the, poore cozen, I did sollicit him about. Once more fare=well the

Lord bee with you. soe prayeth

Your truly lovinge Cozen

Oliver Cromwell

Ely . 13th. Of Octobr.  1638 

my wives service and  love presented to all her friends

1643 08 99

To my noble freind’s [---] \Sir/ [----] \Willm  Springe, knight and Barronett and Maurice 

Barrowe Esqr ec. Present theise

[seal]

Gentlemen, I have beene nowe two dayes att Cambridge, in expectation to have the fruite of your indeavors in Suffolke, towards the publike Assistance, beleive itt you will here of a storme in few dayes, you have noe infantrie, att all cconsiderable, Sir  Hasten your horses, a few howers may undoe You, neglected. I beseech you bee carefull what  captaines of horse You choose, what  men bee mounted, a few honest men  are better then numbers, some tyme they must have for exercise. If you choose Godly honest men to bee captaines of horse, honest men will followe them and they will bee carefull to mount  such, the Kinge is exceedinge stronge in the west, If you bee able to  foyle a force att the first cominge of itt, you wwill have reputation, and \that/ th[-] is of great advantage in our affaires, God hath given itt to our handfull, lett us indeavor to keepe itt. I had rather have a plaine russett coated captaine, that knows what Hee fights for, and loves what Hee knowes, then that which you call a Gentleman and is nothinge else, I honor a Gentleman that is soe in deed, 

I understand mr Margery hath honest men will follow him, if soe \bee pleased to/ make use of him, it much concernes your good, to have conscientious men: I understand that there is an Order, for mee to have 3000 li, out of the Association E Essex hath sent their partt or neere itt. I assuer you wee neede exceedinglye. I hope to finde your favor and respect, I protest my body of \if it were/ for my selfe I would not move you. This is all from 

Your faythfull servant

Oliver Cromwell   

If you send such men as Essex hath sent, it wilbe to little purpose, bee pleased to take care of theire march and that such may come along with them as wilbe able to bringe them to the mayne body and then I doubt not but wee shall keepe them, and make good use of them. I beeseech you give countenance to mr. Margery, helpe him in raisinge the troope, lett him not want your favor, in whatsoever is needfull for promotinge hiw worke and command your servant, if Hee can raise the horses from malignants, lett him have your warrant it wilbe a speciall service
From 1649 09 17
the Enemy retreated divers of them into the Mill-Mount, a place very strong and of difficult access, being exceeding high, having a good graft and strong Pallisadoed; the Governor Sir Arthur Ashton, and divers considerable Officers being there, our men getting up to them, were ordered by me to put  them all to the Sword; and indeed being in the heat  of action, I forbade them to spare any that were in Arms in the Town,and I think that night they put to the sword about two thousand men,divers of the Officers and Soldiers being fled over the Bridge into the other part of the Town,where about One hundred of them possessed St. Peters Church Steeple, some the West gate and others, a round strong Tower next to the gate called St. Sundays; These being summoned to yield to mercy refused;  whereupon I ordered he Steeple of St. Peters Church to be fired, where one of them was heard to say in the midst of the flames God damn me, God confound me, I burn, I burn; the next day the other two Towers were summoned, in one of which was about six or seven score, but they refused to yield themselves; and we knowing that hunger must compel them, set onely good Guards to secure them from running away, until their stomacks were come down; from one of the said Towers, notwithstanding their condition, they  killed and wounded some of our men; when theysubmitted, their Officers were knockt on the head, and every tenth man of the Soldiers killed, and the rest Shipped for the Barbadoes; the Soldiers in the other Town were all spared, as to their lives onely, and Shipped likewise for the Barbadoes. I am perswaded that this is a righteous Judgement  of God upon these Barbarous wretches who have imbrued their hands in so much innocent blood, and that it will tend to prevent the effusion of blood for  the future, which are the satisfactory grounds to such Actions, which otherwise cannot but work remorse and regret. The Officers and Soldiers of this Garison, were the flower of all their Army …
That which caused your men to Storm so couragiously, it was the Spirit of God, who gave your men courage, and took it away again, and gave the Enemy Courage, and took it away again, and gave your men Courage again, and therewith this happy Sucess; and therefore it is good that God alone have all the Glory. It is is remarkable, that these people at the first set up the Mass in some places of the town that had been Monasteries; but afterwards grew so insolent, that the last Lords day before the Storm, the Protestants were thrust out of the great Church,  called St. Peters, and they had publique Mass there; and in this very place near One thousand of them were put to the Sword, flying thither for safety: I  believe all their Fryers were knockt on the head  promiscuously, but two, the one of which was Father Peter Taaff (Brother to the Lord Taaff) whom the  Soldiers took the next day, and made an end of; the other was taken in the Round Tower, under the repute of a Lieutenant,and when he understood that the Officers in that Tower had no quarter, he confessed he was a Fryer, but that did not save him.
1649 02 22
These are to will and require you uppon sight hereof to deliver unto Sr Oliver Fleminge or to whom hee shall  appoint Six Halberts and as many Partizans together with Bucklers which were taken from he Spainard in 88 which are in the Magazine in the Tower to bee by him disposed as there shalbee direction given him by the Councell of which you are not to faile. And for which this shall bee yor warrant Given at the Councell of State this 22 of February 1648 Signed in the name and by Order of the Councell of State appointed by authority of Parliament Oliver Cromwell prases pro tempore To the Mr of the Armory in the Tower or to the Officers of the Ordn\a/nce or whosoever have these thinges in Keepinge 
Vicessmo Quinto die Febr: 1648

Delivered the day and yeare abovesaid out of the stoares in the Tower unto Sr Oliver Fleminge the Partizans Halerts &c hereafter expressed by virtue of the above mencioned warrt 
Halberts vi

Partizans vi

Bucklers vi

1657 02 27
1. That the Government as now is too weake to secure our Rights as men and Libertyes as Christians.

2. That the present Parliament had done such things that they were to be preferred before the old Parliament and much before the five moneths Parliament in that they had made an Act against Charles Stewarts Familey And one for his Preservation.

3. That there is an absolute necessity to have somthing to Ballance the Representatives of the people who for the present have the power of king, Lords and Commons.

4. That as the Constitutions of Parliaments are now they are soe unlimittedly Arbitrary that they are of a Destructive Tendency though he is perswaded that the present Parliament will not Exercise any such power for the heart of the publique.

5. That if the present Parliament should offer anythinge further Concerning the Government of the Nation if he thought it would be for the better being of things he would accept it.

6. That though he can Deny himselfe in the publique use of Indifferent things, as the Eating of Meates, the playing at Cards and Dice rather then offend the Saints yet in things that are of Concernment to the publique in his Judgment he could Act in them though he offend all the Saints in England and not to doe it for feare of offending them was weake lowe and Childishe.

7. That we must not thinke as if all Saintshippe did rest in Anabaptisme Independency and Presbitereanisme for that there were in England many Thousands knowne by the name of Protestants that if they were Called to it would Carry a Faggott to be burned And that the Protestant Churches in France and Germany were more Considerable then the Professors in these three Nations and were high in Gods account and ought to be soe in ours.

8. That he had been long perswaded of the Shortnes and defects of the present Government and had prest the Councell over and over and tenne tymes to that That the Government might be mended before the Parliament sate.

9. That for him to amend the Government without Parliament was to perjure himselfe and might for it be justly kicked upon the breech and sent home.
COMPARE WITH KNOWN VERSIONS

[A]  British Library, Additional Ms 6125, ff. 74-75 
That the first man that told him of it was he, the mouth of the officers then present, (meaning Colonel Mills); that, for his part, he had never been at any cabal about the same, (hinting by that the frequent cabals that were against Kingship by certain officers). He said the time was when they boggled not at the word (King), for the Instrument by which the government now stands was presented to his Highness with the title (King) in it, as some there present could witness, (pointing at a principal officer then in his eye), and he refused to accept of the title. But how it comes to pass that they now startle at [that] title, they best knew. That, for his part, he loved not the title, a feather in a hat, as little as they did. That they had made him their drudge upon all occasions; to dissolve the Long Parliament, who had contracted evil enough by long sitting; to call a Parliament or Convention of their naming, who met; and what did they? fly at liberty and property, insomuch as if one man had twelve cows, they held another that wanted cows ought to take a share with his neighbour. Who could have said any thing was their own, if they had gone on? After their dissolution, how was I pressed by you (said he) for the rooting out of the ministry; nay, rather than fail, to starve them out. A Parliament was afterwards called; they sat five months; it’s true we hardly heard of them in all that time. They took the Instrument into debate, and they must needs be dissolved; and yet stood not the Instrument in need of mending? Was not the case hard with me, to be put upon to swear to that which was so hard to be kept? Some time after that, you thought it was necessary to have Major-Generals; and the first rise to that motion then was the late general insurrections and was justifiable; and your Major-Generals did your parts well. You might have gone on. Who bid you go to the House with a Bill, and there receive a foil? After you had exercised this power a while, impatient were you till a Parliament was called. I gave my vote against it; but you [were] confident, by your own strength and interest, to get men chosen to your hearts and desires. How you have failed therein and how much the the
 country hath been disobliged, is well known. That it is time to come to a settlement, and lay aside arbitrary proceedings, so unacceptable to the nation. And by the proceedings of this Parliament, you see they stand in need of a check or balancing power, (meaning the House of Lords, or a House so constituted) for the case of James Naylor might happen to be your own case. By their judicial power they fall upon life and member, and doth the Instrument in being enable me to control it?

[B] British Library, Lansdowne Ms 821, ff. 314-15
 His Highness told them that what they now so much startled at was a thing to which they were formerly reconciled so farr that when they made him dissolve the Long Parliament (for twas done against his judgment) they would have made him king. When he had refused that, they would have had him choose 10 persons to assist him in the government, but because he might be suspected to have too much influence upon them he proposed 140, and those were nominated by themselvs; not an officer of the degree of a captain but named more then he himselfe did. Those 140 honest men could not governe; the ministry and propriety were like to be destroyed. Then 7 of them made an instrument of government, brought it to him with the name of king in it, and there was not much counsell or consideration had in the making it, and accordingly it proved an imperfect thing which will neither preserve our religious or civill rights. His opinion was last parliament that it must be mended, but the parliament must not touch it; they must be sent home with no good report of the government; it was against his mind. Then you would be mending it yourselvs, when you know I am sworne not to suffer it to be altered but by parliament, and then you might have given me a kick on the breech and turne me going. Then you would have this parliament called; it was against my judgment, but I could have no quietness till [it] was done; when they were chosen you garbled them, kept out and put in whom you pleased by the instrument, and I am sworne to make good all you doe, right or wrong, and because 120 are excluded I must thinke them malignants or scandalous whether they are so or not. Yet now you complain of those [that] are admitted. I have no designe upon them or you. I never courted you nor never will. I have a sure refuge; if they doe good things I must and will stand by them. They are honest men and have done good things; I know not what you can blame them for unless because they love me too well. You are offended at a house of lords. I tell you that unless you have some such thing as a balance you can not be safe, but either you will grow upon the civill liberties by secluding such as are elected to sitt in parliament (next time for ought I know you may exclud 400); or they will grow upon your liberty in religion. I abhor James Nailer’s principle, yet interposed. You see what my lettre signified. This instrument of government will not doe your work. Choose 6 or 7 out of your number to come and speake with me and [I] will give them further satisfaction, and so good night.
� Word repeated in error.
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