Is my child able, gifted and talented?
An able, gifted and talented child may display some of the following characteristics:

· Is intensely focused

· Asks insightful questions

· Sees beyond the obvious

· Provides creative and original solutions

· Has a great intellectual curiosity

· Learns easily and readily

· Shows initiative and originality

· Possesses unusual imagination

This list is not exhaustive and if your child displays some or all of these features it does not mean they are able, gifted and talented.
If you think your child is able, gifted and talented, what should you do?

· Contact the school and discuss your child with either their form tutor, subject teacher or the AGT Lead Teacher M Hancock. Alternatively there is a nomination form which you can fill in which can be found on the AGT page of the school website.
· Share information about your child’s strengths, interests and achievements including any particular gifts or talents that they have and are developing out of school. Some of your child’s exceptional abilities may only be evident outside the school setting and it is important that the school is made aware of them.

· You are welcome to discuss with the school how we intend to support your child – in most cases we will be able to provide everything your child needs, and if we are not able we will be more than happy to point you to external support or opportunities.
· If you are not sure, then ASK! Do not hesitate to contact the school or the AGT lead teacher
How can I support my child?

· Set time aside each day to talk with your child

· Encourage your child to sample new activities and to broaden their horizons.

· Use the environment to provide a broad range of experiences like museums, sports centres and grounds, hikes. Try and expose them to experiences that will be completely new to them

· Provide resources to support learning at home like the internet, books and maps to mention a few.

· Give your child every opportunity to make friends, including those who share the same interests.

· Read all you can about giftedness and talent and learn about the characteristics of gifted children. A list of useful websites can be found on this page.
· Take the time to develop positive relationships with your child’s teachers. Find out what they do to support and extend AGT children that they teach.

· Encourage your child to participate in extra-curricular activities at school and beyond, including summer schools, outreach and distance learning activities.

· If your child complains about being bored, or finding the work too easy, take their comments seriously and seek a solution with your child and us.

· Seek out other families with AGT children through the us, local community or national networks.

· FINALLY MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD ALSO HAS TIME TO RELAX AND PLAY!!
What should I do if I have concerns about my child’s progress?

Sometimes you may feel unsure of whether your child is working at the pace appropriate to their ability.
Where you have concerns it is important to communicate them immediately with us.

