The American political system, which seemed to cantemporaies corrupt and
so archaically inefficient as to be incapable of dealing effectively with current
needs, was undergoing important alterations, the effects of which would

only become clear in the next century. Many Americans of that time were
more impressed by the confusion and waste resulting from the speed and
pervasiveness of the changes thatwere taking place than by the constructive
achlevements of the era, and many later istorians have adopted this point of
view. Ta such persons, this was a Glided Age, ruthlessly materfalistic, selfiskily
Individualistic, fraudulent, hypoeritical, coarse. Thisview of the era is myoplc
more than false. In proper facus the constructive achievements of the period
appear far more significant.

Adapted from The Transformation of American Society 18701890 by John A?
Garratty (Harper, 1968)

Twelve years after Appomattox, the formal end of Reconstruction marked the
beginning of sectional reconciliation — but only the beginning. Recently freed
slaves and their Radical republican allies had been determined to implement
revolutionary change in the Southern social order; white Southerners,
especially among the propertied classes, had been equally determined to

resist it. Reconstruction politics was the area where the social meanings of the
war were fought out, By the spring of 1877, in most parts of the Confederacy,
the issue was no longer in doubt: the Northern army of occupation was
withdrawn from Southern soil; the recently freed slaves were left, largely if not
entirely, to the mercy of their former masters. In public discourse, the primary
meaning of the Civil War became Reunion, not Emancipation,

" pdopted from Rebirth of a Nation: the Making of Modem America 18771920, by
Jackson Lears (Harper, 2009)

in the long sWeep of Amefican history, the year 1877 marks important endings
and beginnings. In Apiil, newly inaugurated President Rutherford 8. Hayes
signaiéd'hig intention na langer to use federal troops in protecting the rights of
Myican-Ameticans in.the South, The United States’ halfway revolution in race
relations was seemingly at an end. Scarcely three months later President Hayes
rushed other federal troops to Martinsburg, West Virginia, in a futile effort to quell
arailroad strike that threatened to spread nationwide. At the very moment when
tensions between northern and southem whites were easing (at the expense of
African-Americans), the Great Strike of 1877 ushered in an era that would divide
Americans along lines of wealth and occupation for the next two decades.

Adapted from American Populism: A Social History 1877—-1898, by Robert C. McMath
{Hill & Wang, 1993)

Using your understanding of the
historical context assess how
convincing the arguments in the
extracts are in relation to ...
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