IE portant effect of the frontier has been in the promotion of
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- gemacracy: The frontier is productive :.qf.mdwidlm’li.srn. Epmg')!exlsumetg is
cipttated by thewilderness inte a kind of primitive organization based on
peE family, The tendency is anti-sadial. It produces antipathy to control and
o "'J:,e,iicularlg g any direct ontral; This frontier ndividualisim has from'the
s inning promated democracy, Itisto the frontier that the American intellect
B 2::;5 hs-s&llﬁﬁg characteristics, That coarseness and strength c_o('nbh_\ed
ir-’“h 5.-_u1ene‘ss'aqd inquisitiveness; that practical, inventive tum of mind; th:rl
| asteful grasp of material things; that restless nervous energy; that dominant
*individualism — these are the traits of the frontier, But never again will such‘g!fts.
' of free tand affer themselves. Now, four centuries after the discavery of Ametica,
aitheendofa hundred years of life under the Constitution, the frontier has

gone, and with Its going has closed the first period of American history.

Adapted from Frederick Jackson Turner's address to the American Historical
Association, 1893

EXTRACT2
Basically, frontier individualism stemmed from the belief that all men were
equal (excluding Negroes, Indians, Orientals and other minority groups)
and that all should have a chance to prove their personal capabilities
without restraint from seciety, This seemed fair in a land of plenty, where
superabundant opportunity allowed each torise or fall o his proper level as
long as governments did not meddle. Faith in the equality of men was the great
common creed of the West, Only an understanding of the depth of this belief
can reveal the true nature of social democracy on successive frontiers. To
European visitors, this was the most unique feature of Western life and thought:

b & attitude that set that region apart from Europe or the East, “There is no.thing

Y merica'- wrote one, “that strikes a foreigner so much as the real republican

y existing in the Western States which border on the wilderness”.
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=, from Americas Frontier Heritage by Ray Allen Billington (Holt, Rinehartan
fiadorted Winston, 1966)
‘ magination, the frontier froze as a biracial confrontation

the popultar i ' ;
i:etwean \whites' and 'Indians’, More complex questions of race relations

seemed to be the terrain of other regions’ histories. The h'istl)lg nf ra!a:iu.ns’
petween blacks and whites was centred in the South, whife ‘ethnic conflict
suggested the crowded cities of the Northeast, coping .wlthlflunds of
immigrants. AS the hlacks moved north and European mn;n:grams.cmssed
the Atlantic, new populations put the adaptability of American society to

(he test. Could 'native Americans of northern European stock tolerate t‘hcse
‘others'? Was it better to deal with them through assimilation or exclusion?
How could old-stack Americans defend their valued 'purity’ against these
foreign threats? These are familiar themes in the histary of the Southern
and Northeastern United States, but ethnic conflict was not exclusive to

1he East. Western America shared in the transplanted diversity of Eu’rope‘
Expansion involved people of every background: English, Irish, Cornish,
spottish, French, German, Portuguese, Scandinavian, Greek and Russian,

To that diversity the West added 2 persistent populatian of Indians, witha
multitude of languages and cultures; an established Hispanic population, as
well as one of later Mexican immigrants; Astans; black people; and Mormons.

Ada;n.t_e_r-i from The Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the American West by
Patricia Netson Limerick [Norton, 1987)

Using your understanding of the
historical context assess how
convincing the arguments in the
extracts are in relation to ...
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