| EXTRACT 1

Warren Harding came to the White House with many assets, including

his election by an overwhelming majority and a Congress dominated by
Republicans. A handsome president; good-humored and outgoing, he ought to « :
have achieved a great deal, but his liabilities outweighed his assets. Harding's
failure to be mare innovative cannot be attributed simply to his provincial Ohq
upbringing or the limits of his administrative experience. When one considers fha
sheer novelty and difficulty of the country’s post-war problems, including thage
he refused to acknowledge, it is scarcely surprising he accomplished so little,

Adapted from The Presidents: the Transformation of the American Fresidency Jrom
Theodore Roosevelt to Barack Obama by Stephen Graubard (Penguin, zui] i

| EXTRACT 2 S 3
In 1328 the presidential election itself became the main arena for America's
culture wars. The Democratic candidate was Al Smith of New York, who had
made his name as a spokesman for Irish-Americans, champianing the cause
of downtrodden workers and maintaining a reputation for probity despite being
part of the Tammany Hall political machine. With the Republicans campaigning
on their record of peace and prosperity — ‘A Car in Every Garage and a Chicken in
Every Pot’ — any Democratic candidate in 1928 would have found it hard going.
But Smith's Catholic faith and his antaganism to Prohibition lost him votes in
much of rural Protestant America, The propaganda against Smith was ferocious.
On the other hand, he won the support of millions of urban, ethnic workers who
had never voted Democrat before, With hindsight, although Smith lost, the 1928
election signalled the start of a fundamental shift in US politics; the days of
Republican dominance and boom-time prosperity were now numbered.

Adapted from America: Empire of Liberty by David Reynolds (Penguin, 200 9

| EXTRACT 3 i i
By mid-1932, Herbert Hoover was the most unpopular president since
Rutherford B. Hayes had occupied the White House 50 years previously. He had
fostered so many illusions about the imminent return of prosperity that, amid
the wreckage of millions of lives, nothing was left but disillusionment. Hoaver
had failed to meet the greatest peacetime crisis in the Republic's history,
Whatever he felt, he had expressed no real emotion about the country's plight.
Yet by the end of his presidency Hoover was spending unprecedented sums on

fr blic warks. They were too little and too late but the President got no credit for

nem anyway. He had ceased to carry conviction. During the election campaign
L . . TPNTY
Eﬁ;e alienated voters by his lacklustre style and his obvious dislike of crowds.

Adapted from The Dark Valley: A Panorama of the 1930s by Piers Brendon
{Jonathan Cape, 2000)

Using your understanding of the
historical context assess how
convincing the arguments in the
extracts are in relation to ...
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