* the United States, while an industrial powerhouse, remained a provincial

| The quarter century from 1920 to 1945 transformed America. In 1920

_ociety on the margins of world affairs. By 1945, ina war-shattered world,
" jts domestic affairs re-shaped by the New Deal of the 1930s, America stood

: Preeminent. In these same years, intellectuals, social thinkers, and cultural
* creators challenged their predecessors’ moral certainties to forge a modern,

* cosmapolitan society.

Adapted from American History: A Very Short Introduction by Paul Boyer (Oxford
University Press, 2012)

2

The longing to retreat behind the oceans and back in time to an
carlier, simpler, small-town America wasa natural reaction to the
disillusioning experience of the First World War and the disquieting
revolution in morals it produced, filtering across the country from
the great Eastern cities. Ina fit of collective amnesia, mainstream
America forgot that many of the previous fifty years had seen panics
and depressions, bitter class, racial, ethnic, religious and rural-
urban divisions; that America could not cut itself off from the rest
of the world in pursuit ofa mythical past, or abandon its throbbing
metropolises. The disillusions led directly to the dangerous revival of
the Ku Klux Klan as an organization of white, native-born
Protestants that would do something about the Catholics, Jews,
foreigners and blacks percelved as hostile to the values of an older
America.

Adapted from The American Century by Harold Evans {Jonathan Cape, 1998)

World War Il was the juggernaut that ran over America, The war opened up

for the first time for most Americans the possibility of affluence rather than
subsistence. For city dwellers, full employment and high wages offered the
chance that they might be able to own their own homes. For farmers, war-
time prosperity suggested that at the end of the war they might be able to
enjoy the consumer goods that rural electrification was making available to
them, For businessmen, the war opened up undreamt-of profitability, restored
leaders of large corporations to public esteem and respectability, and removed
most threats of government regulation. For blacks, the labour shortages in

the defence industries and the armed forces eventually broke down some
discriminatory barriers. Seen through the lens of the war, the New Deal’s overall
function appears as a holding operation for American society: a series of
measures that enabled the people 10 survive the Depression and hoid on untit
World War il opened up new possibilities.

Adapted from The New Deal: the Depression Years 1933-1940 by Anthony J. Badger
(Palgrave Macmillan, 1989)

(A, PRACTICE QUESTION —_

Evaluating historical extracts

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the
arguments in Extracts 1,2and 3arein relation ta social change in America between
the two world wars.
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