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A cottage industry has grown around the subject of American isolationism nﬁ
the interwar period. Itis often asserted that American isolationist sentiment 3
was responsible for inaction in foreign affairs through the turbulent 1920s
and 1930s. Unfor tunately, the characterisation of America as isolationist
i the Interwar period, when isolationism supposedly reached its peak, is
simply wrong. American neutrality legistation in the 1930s, often cited as 4
evidence of isolationism, was in fact a compromise between isolationists and |
internationalists. o

Adapted from ‘The Muth of American |solationism’ by Bear F. Braumoeller in Foreign

Policy Analysis, 2010
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 ymericans did not speak of isolationism’ in the 1920s, but of ‘America first',
pven Midwesterners knew that the United States could not be separated from
* (he rest of the world. What Americans demanded was that in dealings with the
- pstof the world it was the duty of Congress and the administratlon to take
care of American interests and not to meddie in the world concerns of the

¥ ' League of Nations. Above all America shoufd not be dragged into conflicts by
i concluding a military alliance with any other country but should preserve a

E‘ ‘free hand’, confident in the ability to defend her own interests.

Adapted from History of the World in the Twentieth Century by J.AS. Grenville
(HarperColiins, 1994)
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American foreign policy in the 1930s was unheroic. Distracted by the
pepression and disillusioned by its experiences in World War |, the United
sates did little to halt the dictators of 1o encourage others to do so. American
policy may, indeed, unwittingly have helped the Axis powers and reinforced
Hritish and French appeasement. |t should, however, be remembered that
American attitudes were paralleled, and with less excuse, in Europe,.especia!lg
in Great Britain. British policy was no less blinkered and timarous, British public
opinion just as slow 10 wake up to the totalitarian threat, every bit as disposed
to argue that the Versailles Treaty had been unjust and that Germany and her
Axis partners had legitimate grievances. In such circumstances the United
States, so much further away and apparently safe fromn attack, can hardly be
blamed for failing to give a lead.

Adapted from The Limits of Liberty by Maldwyn Jones {Oxford University Press, 1983)

Using your understanding of the
historical context assess how
convincing the arguments in the
extracts are in relation to ...
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