The old [European] conditions of living could not survive in the new conditions
of space. Ways long taken for granted in the village adjusted slowly and
painfully to density of popufation in the cities, to disorder in the towns, and

to distance on the farms. That adjustment was the means of creating the

new communities within which these people would five, Although the great
mass of immigrants spent out their days in the great cities, there was always
an unorganized quality to settlement in such places that left a permanent
impress upon every fresh arrival, Chance was so large an element in the
course of migration, it left little room for planning, Consequently, the earliest
concentrations of the foreign-born were in the chain of Atlantic seaports;
Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, and most of all New York, the
unrivaled mart of Europe's commerce with America, For the same reasons,
later concentrations appeared at the inland termini, the points of exchange
between lake, river or lake traffic — Cleveland, Chicago, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh,
and St Louis.

The Uprooted by Oscar Handlin {Atlantic Little Brown, 1951)

l The Southem landscape of 1880 bore the signs of the preceding twenty tears.

gymmetrical rows of slave cabins had been knocked into a jumble of tenant

shacks, Fields grew wild because it did not pay to farm them. Black people bitterly

recalled the broken promises of land from the Yankees and broken promises of help

from their former masters and mistresses. Everyone labored under the burdens

' ofthe depression that had hobbled the 1870s. Men talked of the blaodshed that

; had brought Reconstruction to an end a few years before. Signs of a New 50th
appeared as well, shoved up against the signs of the old. At every crossroad, it
seemed, merchants put up stores of precut lumber. Hundreds of new towns proudly
displayed raw red brick buildings and at least a block or two of wooden sidewalks.
Jnvestors began to put money into sawmills, textile factories and coal mines.
Railroads connected the Jandscape, cutting into clay banks, winding their way
through wet mountain forests. Enthusiastic young editors talked of a ‘New South',

F.;;;pt_e:! from The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction by E.L.. Ayers
{Oxford University Press, 1992)

By 1896, mainstream Americans had a clear vision of a world in which
hardworking individualists could rise together, protected by an activist
government that curbed business and organized labor — as well as any other
group trying to harness government — and also protected the individualist
family. This vision drew from both the Northern and Southern traditional views
of American republicanism, filtered through the racial and industrial turmoil of
the past three decades. From the North came the idea that any American could
improve his lot; from the South came the idea that those who had done so0 should
control the government. In Lincoln's America, everyone could rise to economic
security, but by 1896 this openness had been revised. Mainstream Americans
had come to believe that many would fail, that this was their own fault, and that
they should be isolated from power before they destroyed society.

Adapted from West From Appomattox by Heather Cox Richardson (Yale University
Press, 2007)

Using your understanding of the
historical context assess how
convincing the arguments in the
extracts are in relation to ...
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