William McKinley was elected president on a platform calling for a strong navy, a
strong Monrae Doctrine, “the eventual withdrawal of the European powers from
this western hemisphere”, independence for Cuba, control over Hawaii, purchase
of the Virgin Islands, and the “ultimate union of all English-speaking parts of

| the continent by the free consent of its inhabitants”, Hovering over the new

! pfesbdem's shoulder was a clique of eager imperialists: Assistant Secretary of the

. Navy, Theodore Roosevelt, Captain Alfred T. Mahan, Senators Henry Cabot Lodge
and Cushman K. Davis, writer Brooks Adams and others. They were determined

| toimplement what Lodge called “the large policy”, aimed at making the United

" States “the indisputably dominant power in the western hemisphere, possessed
of a great navy, owning and controlling an Isthmian canal, holding naval bases in

! the Caribbean and the Pacific, and contesting with the great powers for naval and
commercial supremacy of the Pacific Ocean and the Far East”.

d_-_Adapted from from The OId Diplomacy To The New 1865-1900 by Robert Beisner
{Harlan Davidson, 1996)

EXTRACT2 |

[For Theodore Roosevelt] the wide warld, the great race among the Great
Powers, was to be the new canvas for American visions of new horizons for
American energy. But Americans, still introspective, still suspicious of the
merits and the costs of foreign quarrels, were not easily persuaded. The wide
oceans themselves provided adequate security for the young nation, and
the isolationist current remained powerful enough to deter activist foreign
policy presidents until the 1940s, Roosevelt's genius was to turn isolationist
sentiment to his advantage, He argued that the security of isolation could be
upheld only by regional expansion, by fortifying the protective moats with
advance posts in Hawaii and the Philippines and by building the Fanama Canal.
Roosevelt promoted America's expansion as a series of defensive measures,

Adapted from Makers of the American Century by Martin Walker [Viking, 2000)

| EXTRACT3 [

Filled with good intentions, Americans took a much more active role in the

world after 1901. Even in the implementation of colonial policies, they saw
themselves charting a new course, Theodore Roosevelt embodied the Americon
spirit of his era, He served in a time of peace when the United States was not
threatened and there was no major crisis. He exemplified the best and the
worst of his country's tradition, Recognising that the nation's new position
brought responsibilities as well as benefits and that interational involvernent
served its interests, Roosevelt took unprecedented inftiatives in the process
demonstrating the president's capacity to be a world leader. He began to
modernise the instruments of US power. His practical idealism helped end a war
in Asia and prevent war in Europe, each of which served US needs. In Central
America and the Caribbean, on the other hand, Roosevelt and Taft displayed the
narrawness of vision and disdain for other peoples that had afflicted US foreign
policy from the birth of the republic.

Adapted from From Colony to Superpawer by George Herring
(Oxford University Press, 2008)

(A } PRACTICE QUESTION"
Evaiuating histarical extracts

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the
arguments in Extracts 1, 2 and 3 are, in relation to the impact of Theodore
Roosevelt on American foreign policy.
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