¢ 1896, mainstream Americans had a clear vision of a world in which

; ':B,dworking individualists could rise together, protected by an activist

go\remmem that curbed business and organised labor — as well as any other
oup rying 10 harness government — and also protected the individualist

" family. This vision drew fram both the northern and southern traditional views
of American republicanism, filtered through the racial and industrial turmail
of the past three decades. From the North came the idea that any American

| ¢could improve his lot; from the South came the idea that those who had done

50 should control the government. In Lincoln's America, everyone could rise to

J economic security, but by 1896 this openness had been revised. Mainstream
americans had come to believe that many would fail, that this was their own
fault, and that they should be isolated from power before they destrayed

society.

Adapted from West from Appomattox: the Reconstruction of America ofter the
Civil War by Heather Cox Richardsan (Yale University Press, 2007)

[ EXTRACT 2 I —

What explains the strong ties between the working class and the saloon?
Most simply, it effectively met the needs of workers. Public toilets, food,
warmth, clean water, meeting space, theck-cashing services and newspapers e
often otherwise unavailable to workers in the late nineteenth century city ~ 4
could be found free of charge in the saloon. Often the saloon served asa
communications centre, a place where workers picked up their mail, heard the 2 i
local political gossip, or learned of openings in their trade. Different wpes of g
saloon emphasised difierent features and functions. The ‘sceupational saloon,
which drew on a particular trade o factory, for example, promoted its free lunch L
and its check-cashing services, Ethnic saloons, which attracted more ofan %
evening business, provided a centre for such immigrant communal celebrations +8
as weddings and holidays as well as a meeting place for fraternal orders and
gangs. The neighbourhood saloon might attract a local multiethnic working: 128
class crowd and provide a constituency for small-time local politicians.

Adapted from ‘Eight Hours for What We Will: Warkers and Leisure in an Industrial City' b
Roy Rosenzweigin Ethnic Enclaves and the Workers’ Saloon (Houghton Mifflin, 193;.';]

[Some people] wanted the complete exclusion of people different fram .
themselves. Not content to let immigrants live apart in thelr urban enclaves,
these Americans, including Some progressives, advocated immigration
cestriction, a wall built around the United States. Immigration restriction
was difficult to achieve, hawever. The United States had a long history of )
ambivalence towards immigrants, but it had an equally long history Of‘ihelr
acceptance. Naturally, immigrants and their children wanted immigration 10 5
continue. So did businessmen eager for cheap and plentiful tabor, Many native-
born Americans had long been confident that Immigrants could be assimilated

into the national life. But many Americans' confidence in assimilation was

hreaking down amid the myriad social divisions of the early twentieth century.

-
iscontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Muvamantfﬂ%

Adapted from A Fierce 0 ressh
America by Michael McGerr {Oxford University Press, 20031_15
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[@ ‘PRACTICE QUESTION

Evaluating historical extracts
Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincingthe
arguments in Extracts 1,2 and 3 arein refation to immigration to the United States *

during the years 1890 to 1914.
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