in coping with the Soviet Union between 1945 and 1948, Truman’s foreign
policies went through three interrelated phases. The first, lasting until early
1946, exposed a good deal of floundering and inconsistency as Truman
sought to find himself. The second, dominant through to the end of 1946,
revealed a little more floundering and uncertainty but also a stiffening of
purpose. Aithough Truman and his advisers still hoped to ameliorate gathering
tensions, they made only half-hearted efforts to accommodate the Soviets,
or even to negotiate seriously with them. In the third phase, clear by February
1947 the administration hit on a more consistent, clearly articulated policy:
containment. The essential stance of the United States for the next forty
years, the quest for containment entailed high expectations. lt was the most
important legacy of the Truman administration.

Adapted from Grand Expectations: The United States 1945-1974
by James T. Patterson (Oxford University Press, 1996)

Wiy was it that the vastly 1 icher Ameticans had to settle for such a high
proportion of tes (notably Korea] and oty ipht defeats [notably Cuba and
Vietnam] in a contest they might have been expected nearly always 1o win’
Thete are four answers to this guestion. The first is geographical: the United
States had to reach much farther than the Soviet Union in all the theatres of
strategic competition. The second is @ matter of military technology: the Soviet
Union was prepared to build an even bipger arsenal than the Americans, so
the balance of nuclear advantage swung against the United States. Thirdly, as
an empire based on consent, the United States had much less power over its
allies than the Soviet Union did over its satellites, most obviously in Europe,
where the Russians did not shrink from putting tanks in the streets to enforce
their will. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, American policy makers had
to take much more notice of their own citizens' views than did their Soviet
counterparts.

Adapted from Colossus: the Rise and Fall of the American Empire
by Niall Ferguson (Penguin, 2005)

President Nixon had come into office in January 1969, determined to extricate
the United States from the Vietnam War, to regain the initiative in the Cold War,
and to restore the authority of government at home. As the November 1372
election campaign drew to a close, he could credibly claim to have achieved
the first two objectives, and to be well on the way to accomplishing the third.
A peace settlement with North Vietnam was, as Kissinger put it, ‘at hand". A
slow but steady withdrawal of American forces from South Vietnam, together
with the elimination of the military draft, had taken the steam out of domestic
anti-war protests. And with his ‘opening’ to China, Nixon had placed the United
States in the enviable position of being able to play off its Cold War adversaries
against one another. He had, earlier that year, become the first American
president to visit both Beijing and Moscow. He could exert ‘leverage’ — always
a good thing to have in international relations — by ‘tilting’ as needed toward
the Soviet Union or China, who were by then so hostile to each other that they
competed for Washington's favor.

Adapted from The Cold War by John Lewis Gaddis {Penguin, 2005)

Evaluating historical extracts

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the
arguments in Extracts 1,2 and 3 are in relation to American policy during the
Cold War.
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