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Syllabus Overview

Below is a brief overview of what your files should contain. Each heading should be a separate section, and can be subdivided further into sections by using the bullet points. The sections should contain:

a) Handouts

b) Notes from reading

c) Notes from class

2E The English Revolution, 1625–1660

This option provides for the study in depth of the challenges faced by those in authority in the years before, during and after the English Civil War. It explores concepts such as Divine Right; arbitrary government, Arminianism, and political and religious radicalism. It also encourages an in-depth understanding of how government works, arbitrary government and consensus, authority and opposition and issues of settlement.

Part one: the origins of the English Civil War, 1625–1642

1) The emergence of conflict and the end of consensus, 1625–1629

· The legacy of James I: religious issues and divisions; relations between Crown and Parliament; relations with foreign powers

· Monarchy and Divine Right: the character and aims of Charles I; the Queen and the court; the King's advisers; ideas of royal authority

· Challenges to the arbitrary government of Charles I: reactions against financial policies; conflict over Church; reactions against foreign policy and the role of Buckingham

· Parliamentary radicalism: personalities and policies of parliamentary opposition to the King; the Petition of Right; the dissolution of Parliament and the King’s commitment to Personal Rule

2) An experiment in Absolutism, 1629–1640

· Charles I’s Personal Rule: his chief ministers; methods of government; financial policies and the reaction against them

· Religious issues: Laud and Arminianism in England and Scotland; the growth of opposition from Puritans

· Political issues: the role of Wentworth; policies in Ireland and England; the reactions against the Crown; demands for the recall of Parliament

· Radicalism, dissent and the approach of war: the spread of religious radicalism; the Scottish Covenant and the Bishops' War; the Pacification of Berwick; the second Bishops' War

3) The crisis of Parliament and the outbreak of the First Civil War, 1640–1642

· The Political Nation 1640: the recall of Parliament; the strengths and weaknesses of Charles I; the strengths and divisions of parliamentary opposition

· Pym and the development of parliamentary radicalism: Pym’s personality and aims; the Grand Remonstrance; the London mob; popular radicalism

· Conflicts between Crown and Parliament: failure of negotiations between the King and the Long Parliament; the execution of Strafford and its political consequences

· The slide into war: the impact of events in Ireland; the failed arrest of the Five Members; local grievances; attempts to impose royal authority and the development of a Royalist Party; military preparations for war

Part two: Radicalism, Republic and Restoration, 1642–1660 (A-level only)

4) War and radicalism, 1642–1646 (A-level only)

· The First Civil War: the strengths and weaknesses of the political and military leadership of the Royalist cause

· The First Civil War: the strengths and weaknesses of the political and military leadership of the Parliamentary forces; emergence of the New Model Army; the Solemn League and Covenant; Self Denying Ordinance
· The intensification of radicalism: popular radicalism in London; religious radicalism in the New Model Army; pamphlets and propaganda

· The end of the First Civil War: divisions amongst the Parliamentary leaders; attempts at settlement; the capture of Charles I

5) The disintegration of the Political Nation, 1646–1649 (A-level only)

· Political and religious radicalism: the politicisation of the New Model Army; Lilburne and the Levellers; Fifth Monarchists; Ranters and other populist groups

· Political and religious divisions: the attitude and actions of Charles I; divisions within the opposition to the King; the failure of attempts to reach a political settlement

· The Second Civil War and the reasons for its outcome
· The problem of Charles I: divisions within the army and Parliament; the trial and execution of the King

6) Experiments in government and society, 1648–1660 (A-level only)

· The Third Civil War: the attempted Royalist revival; the defeat and exile of Prince Charles

· Political radicalism: failure of the Levellers and Diggers and the ‘Godly Society’; Quakers, Baptists and other radical sects; the Rump Parliament as an experiment in radical republicanism; the Parliament of the Saints

· Oliver Cromwell and the Protectorate: Cromwell’s personality and approach to government and his refusal of the Crown; the limits of religious toleration; the Major Generals; the problem of the succession to Cromwell

· The monarchy restored: political vacuum after the death of Cromwell; negotiations for the return of the monarchy under Charles II; the legacy of the English Revolution by 1660

~ The End ~


[image: image4.jpg]



A triptych portrait of Charles I by Sir Anthony Van Dyck
Expectations 

These are clearly set out in the subject agreement, but these are a few basic points.

Reading

History requires you to read. It is expected that you will do the reading set independently, but also that you read around the subject using the set books and those in the Library. Your Private Study time is useful for this.

Communication

As Sixth Formers, it is your responsibility to communicate effectively with your teachers. If you have an authorised absence then you must find the teacher to get the work set. Alternatively, if you are off ill then you should email your teacher for the work missed and borrow the notes missed in the lesson.

Deadlines

These are to be met. If you foresee a problem with a deadline, discuss this with your teacher in advance and discuss an alternative. Do not leave it until the day before it is due.  

Examination

Your exam will be in the Summer of Year 13, normally in June. It will last 2 ½  hours. You can check the exam timetable via the AQA website. 

In total you will answer:
1 x extract/sources question

2 x essay questions
Marking & Feedback during the Course

The majority of the work that your teachers will assess will be in the form of essays or paragraphs. 

Throughout the course you will receive two types of feedback. 

1. A grade/mark based on the Official Mark Scheme although the percentage breakdown is an approximation  (attached herewith)

2. Formative comments explaining how you have done and what you can do to improve.
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Essays and Exam technique:





You should also maintain a separate section of your file containing notes on exam technique, essays and essay feedback








