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Overview

This unit looks at the development of the USA over a period of 100 years. During the late Nineteenth Century the USA was still being created through its expansion to the West and the creation of the 50 states we know today. Furthermore in this period the very existence of the USA was challenged by the impact of the Civil War and its aftermath which led on to a period of Reconstruction that was followed by the so called Gilded Age. During the early 20th century Populism, Progressivism, Imperialism, WWI, the Depression and WWII all left their mark on the development and character of the USA. Whilst, more recently the Cold War and the battle for Civil Rights and Equality has left a lasting impression on nature of American society and politics. 

Key Themes/Questions

This unit allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence in this period through the following key questions:

•• How did government, political authority and political parties change and develop?

•• In what ways did the economy and society of the USA change and develop?

•• How did the role of the USA in world affairs change?

•• How important were ideas and ideology?

•• How united was the USA during this period?

•• How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by developments?

Syllabus Overview

On the next page is a brief overview of what your files should contain. Each heading should be a separate section, and can be subdivided further into sections by using the bullet points. 
The sections should contain:

a) Handouts

b) Notes from reading

c) Notes from class
Part one: from Civil War to World War, 1865–1920

The Era of Reconstruction and the Gilded Age, 1865–1890

•• The weaknesses of Federal Government: Johnson, Grant and the failure of Radical Reconstruction

•• The politics of the Gilded Age and the era of weak presidents; political corruption

•• Social, regional and ethnic divisions: divisions within and between North, South and West; the position of African-Americans

•• Economic growth and the rise of corporations: railways; oil; developments in agriculture; urbanisation

•• Laissez-faire dominance and consequences; the impact of the ending of the frontier

•• The limits of foreign engagement and continuation of isolationism: the continuation of the Monroe

Doctrine; territorial consolidation (Alaska) and tensions over Canada

Populism, progressivism and imperialism, 1890–1920

•• Political tensions and divisions: the reaction against Big Business at national and state level

•• The ideas and influence of Bryan, Roosevelt and Taft; Populism, Progressivism and Wilson’s New Freedom

•• Economic change and developments: the rise of US dominance as an economic and industrial power and the consequences of this

•• Social developments: mass immigration and urbanisation and their consequences; the position of African-Americans

•• Foreign affairs: imperialism; engagement in international affairs; Spain and the Philippines; the Panama Canal; the First World War, neutrality and entry

•• The USA by 1920: economic power; social and ethnic divisions; political reaction and renewed isolationism

Part two: crises and the rise to World Power, 1920–1975
Crisis of identity, 1920–1945 (A-level only)

•• Domestic politics: Harding, Coolidge and Republican conservatism; Hoover and the Depression

•• FD Roosevelt and the New Deals: conflict of ideas over the role of the Federal Government

•• The economy: boom to bust and recovery; structural weaknesses and the impact of the New Deals and the Second World War on economic recovery

•• Social and cultural developments: ‘the Jazz Age’ in the 1920s; new social values and the role of women; the failure of prohibition and its significance; social impact of the Depression and the Second World War

•• Social, regional and ethnic divisions: countryside versus city; divisions between North, West andSouth; African-Americans and the rise of the Ku Klux Klan

•• The USA and international relations: the extent of isolationism; FDR and the end of isolationism and the Second World War

The Superpower, 1945–1975 (A-level only)

•• Domestic politics: Truman, Eisenhower and post-war reconstruction

•• Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon; New Frontier; the Great Society; Nixon and Republican revival

•• Economic change and developments: the rise of the consumer society and economic boom

•• Ideological, social, regional and ethnic divisions: McCarthyism; civil rights; youth culture; protest and the mass media

•• The USA and international relations: the Cold War and relations with the USSR and China; the Vietnam War

•• The USA by 1975: its place as a Superpower; the limits of social cohesion; new cultural

developments, including the role of women and the position of African-Americans


~ The End ~

Expectations 

These are clearly set out in the subject agreement, but these are a few basic points.

Reading

History requires you to read. It is expected that you will do the reading set independently, but also that you read around the subject using the set books and those in the Library. Your Private Study time is useful for this.

Communication

As Sixth Formers, it is your responsibility to communicate effectively with your teachers. If you have an authorised absence then you must find the teacher to get the work set. Alternatively, if you are off ill then you should email your teacher for the work missed and borrow the notes missed in the lesson.

Deadlines

These are to be met. If you foresee a problem with a deadline, discuss this with your teacher in advance and discuss an alternative. Do not leave it until the day before it is due.  

Examination

Your exam will be in the Summer of Year 13, normally in June. This will be confirmed by AQA nearer the time. You can check the exam timetable via their website. 

In total you will answer ….
Marking & Feedback during the Course

The majority of the work that your teachers will assess will be in the form of essays or paragraphs. 

Throughout the course you will receive two types of feedback. 

1. A grade/mark based on the Official Mark Scheme although the percentage breakdown is an approximation  (attached herewith)

2. Formative comments explaining how you have done and what you can do to improve.
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Essays and Exam technique:





You should also maintain a separate section of your file containing notes on exam technique, essays and essay feedback








