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Syllabus Overview

Below is a brief overview of what your files should contain. Each heading should be a separate section, and can be subdivided further into sections by using the bullet points. The sections should contain:

a) Handouts

b) Notes from reading

c) Notes from class
Henry VII 1485-1509
· Consolidation of power: character and aims, establishing the dynasty.
· Government: councils, parliament, justice, royal finance, domestic policies.
· Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers, securing the succession, marriage alliances.
· Society: churchmen, nobles and commoners, regional divisions, social discontent and rebellions.
· Economic development: trade, exploration, prosperity and depression.
· Religion: humanism, arts and learning.
Henry VIII 1509-1547

· Character and aims, addressing Henry VII’s legacy.
· Government: Crown and Parliament, ministers, domestic policies including the establishment of the Royal Supremacy.
· Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers; securing the succession.
· Society: elites and commoners, regional issues and the social impact of religious upheaval, rebellion.
· Economic development: trade, exploration, prosperity and depression.
· Religion: renaissance ideas, reform of the Church, continuity and change by 1547.
Instability and consolidation: ‘the Mid-Tudor Crisis’, 1547-1563

· Edward VI, Somerset and Northumberland, royal authority, problems of succession, relations with foreign powers.
· The social impact of religious and economic changes under Edward VI, rebellion, intellectual developments, humanist and religious thought.
· Mary I and her ministers, royal authority, problems of succession, relations with foreign powers.
· The social impact of religious and economic changes under Mary I, rebellion, intellectual developments, humanist and religious thought.
· Elizabeth I: character and aims, consolidation of power, including the Act of Settlement and relations with foreign powers.
· The impact of economic, social and religious developments in the early years of Elizabeth’s rule.
The triumph of Elizabeth, 1563-1603

· Elizabethan government: court, ministers and parliament, factional rivalries.
· Foreign affairs: issues of succession, Mary, Queen of Scots, relations with Spain.
· Society: continuity and change, problems in the regions, social discontent and rebellions.
· Economic development: trade, exploration and colonisation, prosperity and depression.
· Religious developments, change and continuity, the English renaissance and ‘the Golden Age’ of art, literature and music.
· The last years of Elizabeth: the state of England politically, economically, religiously and socially by 1603.
Expectations 

These are clearly set out in the subject agreement, but these are a few basic points.

Reading

History requires you to read. It is expected that you will do the reading set independently, but also that you read around the subject using the set books and those in the Library. Your Private Study time is useful for this.

Communication

As Sixth Formers, it is your responsibility to communicate effectively with your teachers. If you have an authorised absence then you must find the teacher to get the work set. Alternatively, if you are off ill then you should email your teacher for the work missed and borrow the notes missed in the lesson.

Deadlines

These are to be met. If you foresee a problem with a deadline, discuss this with your teacher in advance and discuss an alternative. Do not leave it until the day before it is due.  

Examination

Your exam will be in the Summer of Year 13, normally in June. This will be confirmed by AQA nearer the time. You can check the exam timetable via their website. The exam will last two hours and a half.
In total you will answer three questions in the exam.The first will be based on extracts of historical writing and ask you to form a judgment on how convincing they are. The final two are essay questions which you will select from a choice of three.
Marking & Feedback during the Course

The majority of the work that your teachers will assess will be in the form of essays or paragraphs. 

Throughout the course you will receive two types of feedback. 

1. A grade/mark based on the Official Mark Scheme although the percentage breakdown is an approximation  (attached herewith)

2. Formative comments explaining how you have done and what you can do to improve.
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Essays and Exam technique:





You should also maintain a separate section of your file containing notes on exam technique, essays and essay feedback








