Year 7 Homework Project
Why are there different interpretations of Richard III?
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To explore historical interpretations
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12- | can point out different
opinions of the past

13- | can explain why someone
has a particular view

14- | can compare views that
people have

16- | can explain how events at
the time affect people's view of
the past

Red

Period may have been identified,

but nothing offered about views of

the period through time

No focus on why views differ in
different periods

One view MAY have been
identified, but no comparison with
others has taken place

No mention of this element in
answer

Amber

Different views have been
identified, but little may have
been given in description

At least one different
interpretation of RIll given,
and a reason has been
identified as to why someone
sees him in this way. This may
not be explained

More than one view is given
in the answer, but comparison
may be through teacher’s
inference rather than explicit
in answer

Events at the time will have
been identified as having
been important to the
interpretation, but the answer
will lack explanation as to why
thisis

Green

Different views have been
identified and
summarised/described in simple
terms

An interpretation has been
identified, and pupils at this
level are able to explain with
reference to the period why this
interpretation exists

A clear comparison is made
between different views of RIlI-
with explicit reference to the
fact that there is a difference

The answer will clearly explain
why events happening at time
of writing will affect the
interpretation of RIlI











 
	Event/Portrayal of Richard III
	How this portrayal would make for good drama
	Why this portrayal would please Elizabeth I

	Richard III killing his own brother by drowning him in a vat of wine.




	
	

	Portraying Richard III as a weak King with a deformed back who was mad..




	
	

	The murder of the Princes in the Tower by order of Richard III. 


	
	

	Richard III being defeated at Bosworth By Henry VII.
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	Task 3
Recently the skeleton of Richard III was found in Leicester. Studies show that he would have been a strong and capable warrior despite his deformed back. Information has also been found to suggest that Henry VII’s mother may have arranged for the murder of the Princes in the Tower in order to make Richard III look bad and to get them out of the way so her son Henry VII could become King. This has led some historians to review the history of Richard III and interpret his reign and life in a more positive light. 

Using what you have learnt about Richard III and historical interpretations answer the following question:

“Why are there different interpretations of Richard III? 

In your answer you should try explain why there are different views of Richard III (see Task 1). Why Shakespeare interpreted him in a negative way (Task 2) and why Richard III has been seen more favourably in recent years. 
Sentence starters

Richard III has been interpreted in different ways because there are both positive and negative things about him. For example… 

Shakespeare portrayed him badly because … 
On the other hand more recent historians have portrayed him in a good way because… 
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Richard III 





Richard, the eleventh child of Richard, Duke of York, and Cecily Neville, was born in 1452. Growing up in the midst of the Wars, Richard had to learn fast. He was the younger brother of Edward IV and as a result he was firmly on the Yorkist side. Richard fought for Edward IV from when he was just 18 and he helped him win famous victories such as that as Tewskesbury in 1471. Richard was intensely loyal to his elder brother and he was capable of incredible acts of bravery on the battlefield. He could also be ruthless to his enemies and even helped Edward IV to drown their own brother in a vat of wine for betraying the family. Overall Richard was determined and intelligent, with a clear idea at all times of what needed to be done to get what he wanted.


When � HYPERLINK "http://spartacus-educational.com/MEDedward4.htm" �Edward IV� died in 1483 his eldest son, � HYPERLINK "http://spartacus-educational.com/MEDedward5.htm" �Edward�, was only twelve years old. It was therefore decided that Richard, Edward IV's brother, should became Protector of England, until Prince Edward was old enough to become king.


� HYPERLINK "http://spartacus-educational.com/MEDwoodville.htm" �Elizabeth Woodville� , Edward IV’s wife did not trust Richard and called for a Regency Council to run the country. Richard reacted by persuading Parliament that � HYPERLINK "http://spartacus-educational.com/MEDedward4.htm" �Edward IV� had not been legally married to Elizabeth Woodville, and therefore Prince Edward was not the true heir to the throne. Therefore as Edward IV's only surviving brother, Richard claimed the throne for himself. Richard had Prince Edward and his younger brother, Richard, taken into custody. Soon rumours began to circulate that Richard had arranged for his two nephews to be murdered. 


Opposition to Richard was led by the Lancastrian, � HYPERLINK "http://spartacus-educational.com/TUDhenry7.htm" �Henry Tudor�. In August 1485, Henry Tudor arrived in Wales with 2, 000 of his supporters. He also brought with him over 2, 000 mercenaries recruited from French prisons. While in Wales, Henry also persuaded many skilful longbowmen to join him in his fight against Richard. By the time Henry Tudor reached England the size of his army had grown to 5,000 men.


When Richard heard about the arrival of Henry he marched his army to meet his rival for the throne. On the way, Richard tried to recruit as many men as possible to fight in his army, but by the time he reached � HYPERLINK "http://spartacus-educational.com/ITleicester.htm" �Leicester� he only had an army of 6,000 men. The earl of Northumberland also brought 3,000 men but his loyalty to Richard was in doubt. Richard sent an order to Lord Thomas Stanley and Sir William Stanley, two of the most powerful men in England, to bring their 6,000 soldiers to fight for the king. Richard had been informed that Lord Stanley had already promised to help Henry Tudor. In order to persuade him to change his mind, Richard arranged for Lord Stanley's eldest son to be kidnapped before the battle.


On 21 August 1485, King Richard's army positioned themselves on Ambien Hill, close to the small village of � HYPERLINK "http://spartacus-educational.com/TUDbosworth.htm" �Bosworth� in Leicestershire. Henry arrived the next day and took up a position facing Richard. When the Stanley brothers arrived they did not join either of the two armies. Instead, Lord Stanley went to the north of the battlefield and Sir William to the south. The four armies now made up the four sides of a square. Without the support of the Stanley brothers, Richard looked certain to be defeated. Richard therefore gave orders for Lord Stanley's son to be brought to the top of the hill. The king then sent a message to Lord Stanley threatening to execute his son unless he immediately sent his troops to join the king on Ambien Hill. Lord Stanley's reply was short: "Sire, I have other sons." Henry Tudor's forces now charged King Richard's army. Although out-numbered, Richard's superior position at the top of the hill enabled him to stop the rival forces breaking through at first. When the situation began to deteriorate, Richard called up his reserve forces led by the earl of Northumberland. However, Northumberland, convinced that Richard was going to lose, ignored the order. Richard's advisers told him that he must try to get away. Richard refused, claiming that he could still obtain victory by killing Henry Tudor. He argued that once the pretender to the throne was dead, his army would have no reason to go on fighting. A few of his close friends agreed to accompany him on his mission. So that everyone knew who he was, Richard put on his crown. After choosing an axe as his weapon, Richard and a small group of men charged down the hill. Henry's guards quickly surrounded their leader. Before Richard could get to Henry, he was knocked off his horse. Surrounded by the enemy, Richard continued to fight until he was killed.


Tradition has it that Richard's crown was found under a gorse bush. Lord Stanley, whose intervention had proved so important, was given the honour of crowning � HYPERLINK "http://spartacus-educational.com/TUDhenry7.htm" �Henry VII� the new king of England and Wales who founded the Tudor dynasty that would rule for next 100 years. 








Task 1





What is your interpretation of Richard III? 





Complete the following tasks…


Read through the story of Richard III and highlight things that you think make him a good man in colour and those that make him bad in another. 


Record your top three examples for each view in the sections that follow and explain why they are good/bad points. 


Explain your overall view of Richard III was he a hero or villain? Why? 





Extension Activity


Why might Henry VII’s supporters have had a negative interpretation of Richard III?  





My interpretation of Richard III (Hero? Villain?)





My view of Richard III is that he was 












































Positive views of Richard III





Negative views of Richard III





Task 2





In this task you going to find to think about how and why people choose to interpret events in a particular way. 





Imagine you are William Shakespeare. You have been ask By Elizabeth I, a Tudor monarch, and descendent of Henry VII to write a play about Henry VII defeating Richard III. 





What aspects of the story will you include and how will you portray Richard III to make the play exciting and to please Elizabeth? 











